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LEADER: 


Fear of Terrorism Grips the West 


IRAN SEWS POLITICAL DESK 

TEHRAN - The Leader of the Is- 
lamic Revolution. Ayatollah 
Scyed Ali Khamenei yesterday’ 
brushed aside the accusations of 
the "leaders of arrogant powers” 
against Islamic Iran concerning 
support for terrorism. "That non- 


sense needs answers," he said dur- 
ing a visit to the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Broadcasting (ERJB). 

"IRIB carries a heavy responsi- 
bility in this regard. Terrorism is 
bad and is in contradiction to the 
security of all the people of the 
world. Todav fear of terrorism has 


Syria: Military Option 
* Against Israel a Possibility 


gripped Western countries, the 
U.S. in particular. The identity of 
those responsible for terrorism 
must be made clear." the Supreme 
Leader pointed out 

Referring to U.S. support for 
terrorists who escaped Iran, the 
Leader added: "Countries that 
supported those terrorists are now- 
being paid back with the same 
coins. The Iranian nation has been 
subjected to the most horrendous 
See Page 1 3 


Kinkel Rejects 
U.S. Calls for 
Isolating Iran 

BONN. GERMANY l AFP) - 
German Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel Tuesday rejected U.S. 
calls in isolate Iran in its fight 
against terrorism, saying Europe 
would continue to cultivate a 
"critical dialogue" with Tehran. 

Kinkel. who was in Paris for a 
one -day conference on terrorism 
with other foreign and security 
ministers of the Group of Seven 
(G7) countries plus Russia, told 
German radio and television that 
moves to isolate Iran would "not 
curb" terrorist tendencies in the 
country. 

Europeans had in this case "a 
slightly different conception from 
the United States." he told 
Deutschlandradio Berlin and T. V. 
channel ZDF. 

The conference was to consider 
a 25-point package of concrete 
measures aimed at cracking down 
on international terrorism. 

President Bill Clinton has 
called on the international com- 
munity to impose tough sanctions 
on all the countries which support 
or commit acts of terrorism, a call 
which has so far met with opposi- 
tion from European countries. 

"1 do not think that by ceasing 
to dialogue, by isolating Iran, we 
will get better results in the inter- 
national fight against terrorism 
See Page 1 3 


European, 
Canadian and 
Russian 
Officials Held a 
Meeting in Paris 
July 29 on the 
Eve of the G-7 
Summit 
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G-7 Adopts a 25-Point 
Plan to Combat Menace 
of Terrorism 


lit t X SEWS POLITIC. 1 L DESK 

TEHRAN - The world's seven 
major powers along with Russia 
instead of discussing the U.S. pro- 
posal to impose sanctions on 
countries licensed of sponsoring 
terrorism, agreed yesterday to a 
2 5 -point plan to combat the men- 
ace. an AFP report from Paris said 
> esterday . 

The 25-point plan, drawn up 
after a onc-day summit in Paris, 
calls for concrete measures to 
boost the global fight against ter- 
rorism. 


The Paris meeting was given 
added urgency by the recent at- 
tacks against American targets in 
Saudi Arabia ns well ns inside the 
United Slates. 

In a most befitting comment. 
Leader of the Islamic Republic of 

"news analysis 

Iran Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khame- 
nei yesterday said. "The U.S., 
which has long supported terror- 
ism. is beginning to suffer from it. 
This seed, planted by the United 
See Page 13 


Bosnian Serbs to Make 
No More Concessions 


BELGRADE (AFP) - Bosnia's 
Serbs are fed up with the "perma- 
nent pressure" being brought on 
rhem and will make "no more 
concessions," the prime minister 
of the self-proclaimed Republika 
Srpska. Gojko Klickovic, stated 
Monday. 

The separatist premier, cited 
by the Bosnian Serb agency 
SRNA, denounced the pressure by 
the international community 
which he said aimed at "reuniting 
the Republika Srpska with Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. " a policy to which 
Serb leadership is bitterly op- 
posed. 


DAMASCUS. SYRIA (AFP) - 
Syria’s army chief yesterday said 
Damascus had not ruled out mili- 
tary force against Israel in order to 
win back hs rights. 

"Our rights are legitimate and 
we will work for peace using every 
possible legitimate means, espe- 
cially diplomatic. But if we are 
foiled then every other option is a 
possibility," Syrian Army Chief of 
^taff General Hekmat Shchabi told 
die ruling party's daily Al-Baath. 

"Over the past few decades the 
military option was the only means 
available to Syria to combat Israeli 
aggression against Arab land and 
in the occupied territories," the 
general said. 

He added that "Syria would 
■ make no concession concerning 
the need for a total Israeli retreat to 
the lines of June 4. 19t>7. M a refer- 


ence to the Golan Heights, seized 
by Israel in the 1 967 Six Day War 
and later annexed. 

Shehabi became the first Syrian 
chief of staff to meet his Israeli 
counterpart. General Ehud Barak, 
in Washington in December 1994. 
He also met Barak’s successor 
General Amnon Shahak in June 
1995. but neither meetingachieved 
concrete results. 

Earlier Monday rightwing Is- 
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanvahu said Israel was in contact 
with Syria using the United States 
as go-between to try to resume 
stalled peace talks. 

[ Syrian VP to Meet I 
Chirac 8 

PARIS. FRANCE - Syrian Vice- 
See Page 1 3 
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TEHRAN - President Hashemi Rafsanjani ye^erday received 
the visiting Azeri interior Minister Ramil Asebov photo by asdi 


After obtaining the ISO 9002 certificate, the 
Mobarakeh Steel Company launched its 

production activities with the felicitations and encouragement of 
dignitaries, officials, and luminaries, as well as the eminent officials and 
personnel of various productive, industrial, academic, technical, research, 
and services companies, institutes, and organizations. 

Such kindness created a greater sense of responsibility for us to promote 
the quality of our products and to assure the esteemed consumers of the 
high quality of our goods. 

We now deem it necessary to sincerely appreciate the kindness of all 
those who encouraged the officials and employees of the' Ministry of Mines 
and Metals, Iran's National Steel Company, and the Mobarakeh Steel Com- 
pany in writing or verbally. 

We would further like to express gratitude to all managers and personnel 
of the Mobarakeh Steel Company who gave way to universalization of this 
national glory’. We are also grateful to all managers and 
personnel of the early years when this grand industrial 
complex of the Islamic Republic was utilized, in particular 
Engineer Mohammad Hasan Erfanian Asiya.ee « the project 
enforcer and the first managing director of the Mobarakeh 
Steel Company who actually set the cornerstone of the design, 
construction, and exploitation of the Mobarakeh Steel Company in 

accordance with international standards. 

We are also grateful to the mass media for covering this successful event. 

Ali Mu-kar-reez Ahmad Ali Harati 

Managing Director of Iran's Managing Director of the 

National Steel Company Mobarakeh Steel Company 


"The position of the present 
leadership is that there will be no 
more concessions, and that there 
cannot be any , since to continue to 
give way would cancel out foe 
results of the Serb people’s just 
struggle and would merge the Serb 
Republic into Bosnia-Herze- 
govina," he said. 

Klickovic ’s statement reflects 
the determination of the Bosnian 
Serb leadership to break fully 
away horn Bosnia despite foe pro- 
visions of the Dayton Peace Ac- 
cords, signed in Paris last 
December, that their territory 
See Page 1 3 
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Foreign 
Minister 
Velayati in 
Geneva 

IRAS SEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati headings political 
delegation left for Geneva yester- 
day. Velayati is to take pan in a 
meeting comprising the foreign 
ministers from the Contact Group 
of the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference (QIC). 

Representatives from Iran, 
Malaysia, Pakistan, Senegal, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Morocco 
and Turkey will attend this meet- 
ing. The purpose, IRNA reports, 
is to discuss the latest develop- 
ments in Bosnia, particularly the 
presidential elections to be held 
there on September 14. 

Other issues of discussion in- 
clude the peace accord implemen- 
tation, with special attention to ihe 
paragraphs dealing with the arrest 
and trial of war criminals. 

Important 
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EDITORIAL 



6 ‘ Without Iran, Bosnia’s 
Fate Would Have Been 
Different’ 


A significant meeting of Bosnia's Islamic Contact 
Group is due to be held today in Geneva. The foreign 
ministers of Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, Egypt, Senegal and 
Morocco have a heavy agenda to discuss including the 
issues related to the implementation of the Dayton, Ohio 
accord signed last November. They ■will also finalize 
plans for Islamic countries' participation in the recon- 
struction of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Under the Dayton Agreement, Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic is persona non grata in' Bosnia, and 
the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia 
has charged him with genocide and violations of the laws 
and rules of war, and the International Court in the Hague 
has issued an international arrest warrant for him. 

But during the last few days, through a veiled conspir- 
acy by certain countries, war criminal Karadzic has 
eluded the authorities and did not appear at the interna- 
tional court which summoned him to answer charges of 
genocide. 

Members of the Contact Group of the Organization of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) plan to focus their attention on 
Karadzic and other war criminals who, during the 1992-94 
ethnic carnage against the Bosnian Muslims, killed 
200,000 people and made two million homeless/ 

True, according to the July 19 accord Karadzic pledged 
that he will quit his post as president' and leave politics. 
But this is not enough. He is still using his influence 
among the Serbs and is politically active behind the 
scene. 

For Bosnia's reconstruction plan, the Islamic Contact 
Group is drawing specific plans so that the war-tom 
country could be rebuilt. 

Western countries have pledged $1.8 billion for the 
project including $550 million by the United States. Iran, 
from the Islamic world, promised to give a credit of $50 
million to Bosnia. 

In a surprising move, a U.S. official recently raised 
objections to .the Iranian offer to Bosnia saying that the 
Islamic Republic ’will pursue war’ through its money. 

The entire world knows Iran's role in Bosnia. Iran has 
always supported the people and the government of 
Bosnia both politically and materially. 

The words of Bosnian President Alija Izetbegavic are 
still fresh in the memories of the sympathizers of the 
Balkan state when he paid glowing tribute to the Islamic 
Republic and said, “Without Iran the fate of Bosnia would 
have been different." 

His comments, a source of pride for Iran, put the West 
to shame. 

We should note that the history of Serb carnage 
against Bosnian Muslims is still to be written in detail and 
final judgment can not be made at this stage. 

One should not forget that the Serb massacre in Sre- 
brenica was committed in the presence and possibly with 
the acquiescence of NATO forces. 

However, we expect that the Geneva meeting will take 
all relevant issues of Bosnia into consideration and also 
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Works to Be 
Transferred 
to Tehran 

IR.4 N NEWS SA TIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN - 50.000 sq.m, ofland is 
actually needed in order to build 
the Islamic Works Museum 
(IWM) as opposed to the 10,000 
sq.m, ofland assigned by the gov- 
ernment. said Ahmad Teheran i 
Moghaddam, managing director of 
the National Museum of Iran yes- 
terday. 

Transfer of historical works to 
another location could cause a 
great deal of difficulties. Presently 
1,500 historical works are being 
preserved at the Grand Islamic 
Museum, and major works from 
other provinces are scheduled to be 
transferred to Tehran, as well. 

These works are related to as- 
trology. medicine, science and 
technology, pottery, glass-ware, 
books, and calligraphy, to name a 
few. 

Moghaddam said that in the 60 
year-old museum designs, one can 
witness the unity among Muslim 
nations. 

In an effort to provide Iran’s 
historical works preservation 
knowledge, an Iranian delegation 
is scheduled to go to Afghanistan 
next month. This process will be 
conducted under the supervision of 
UNESCO, he added. 

Based on global conventions 
and regulations the International 
Legal Bureau, a branch of the Cul- 
tural Heritage Organization, will 
attempt to return objects of histori- 
cal value io Iran. Moghaddam con- 
cluded. 


IRAS SEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsnnjam said on Tues- 
dav that while the world's most 
advanced nations are now using 
medicinal herbs in medical fields. 
Iran should use those herbs along 
with chemical medicines. 

"Use of medicinal herbs for 
medical purposes should be en- 
couraged in society." the President 
said while inspecting the Medical 
Sciences Academy (MSA). 

The President said that today 
world and the industrialized west- 
ern countries are thinking about 
making use of medicinal herbs and 
most of the world's medical 
authorities have approved applica- 
tion of such herbs. 

Lise of medicinal herbs should 
not be regarded as a backward 


move but it has to be viewed as a 
return to the rich resources the al- 
mighty god has bestowed upon 
mankind! the President added. 

Referring to the need for close 
cooperation between universities 
and the Construction Jihad Minis- 
try in this area, the President said 
that the Construction Jihad has 
identified over 1,000 species of 
medicinal herbs and is planning to 
revive those herbs which are in 
danger of extinction, according to 
IRNA. 

In making use of medicinal 
herbs the most advanced scientific 
standards should be observed. Raf 
sanjani said, adding that they can 
be presented in the form of tablets, 
capsules and syrups bearing a cau- 
tionary notice concerning their 
side-effects. 


Head of the MSA, Dr. Iraj Faze! 
told the President and his entou- 
rage that the academy has estab- 
lished relations with 4! other 
academies worldwide, particu- 
larly. with those in Islamic coun- 
tries on exchange of information. : 

Some 16 research projects in- 
cluding joining the Internet, hold- 
ing scientific gatherings and 
encouraging young researchers are 
among the activities of the Medical j 
Sciences Academy, Fazel added. 

Foreign Minister and Head of| 
the Islamic and Traditional Medi- 
cine Department of the academy, 
Ali Akbar Velayati. said that ef- 
forts to revive the traditional medi- 
cine and building confidence! 
among medical students are the 
main activities of the department 



Azerbaijan Seeks ban’s Aid in Drug Campaign 


IRAS SEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - The Minister of the 
Interior of Azerbaijan, Ramil Ase- 
bov in the first round of talks with 
his Iranian counterpart Ali Mo- 
hammad Besharati, said that his 
country was interested in borrow- 
ing Iran's experiences in the cam- 
paign against terrorism, drug 
smuggling, and cooperation with 
Interpol and training of discipli- 
nary forces, here on Monday night 

Iran has received the highest 
award from international circles 
for its successful campaign against 
narcotics. Asebov noted that the 
Azerbaijan Republic can use this 
method to control the growing 
number of addicts and smugglers 
in the country . 

Observing the two nations 
deeply shared religious and cul- 
tural bonds, these factors could 
further strengthen the ties between 
these two-countries, he added. 

Asebov called on Iran to con- 
tinue its humanitarian aid to his 
countrv. according to IRNA. 


follows a non-interference policy 
based on mutual respect, when it 
come to the affairs of other coun- 
tries. He believes that the internal 
problems of each nation arc of their 
own concern, and that other coun- 
tries should not dictate any policies 
in this regard. 

He said, however, that Iran and 
Azerbaijan can cooperate on bor- 
der security issues. The frontiers 
should be made secure so that 
criminals cannot escape using the 
joint border. 

Besharati called for providing 


security to merchants and busi- 
nessmen engaged in trade between 
the two countries. He said that in- 
vestors should nor have a feeling of 
insecurity which could adversely ^ 
jfi’ect the two countries’ 1 economic ^ 
ties. 

I le said that Iran and Azerbaijan 
can cooperate in the international 
and regional fronts and in issues of 
mutual interest. Besharati added 
that the Islamic Republic is willing 
to provide its rich experiences in 
the anti-drug and terrorism com- 
paigns. 



Besharati stated that Iran aenerally 

Iran’s Medical Aid 
to Afghanistan 


IRAS S EnS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - The Director-General 
for International Affairs of rhe Ira- 
nian Ministry of Health. Hussein 
Neknamran presented a package 
for medical aid to the Afghan Min- 
ister of General Health. Moham- 
mad Yaqoub Barckzai in a meeting 
set in Kiibul, Monday. 

The contents of the medical aid 
package included, 2000 volumes 
of medical books, medical jour- 
nals. two million anti -malaria tab- 
lets. microscopes for medical 
research and n quantity of various 


prescription drugs. 

Barckzai. who visited Iran last 
month, appreciated the Islamic Re- 
public's medical aid and hoped 
that once peace and stability is re- 
stored to his country. Iran and Af 
ghanistan can cooperate in various 
other fields including health and 
medicine. IRNA reported. 

He called on Iran to send medi- 
cal specialists to Afghanistan, pro- 
vide scholarships for Afghan 
students and to participate in the 
third phase uf the poJio vaccination 
campaign in his country. 


IRAN SEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Iran’s mission to Ihe 
U.N. said that the Islamic Republic 
reserves the right to defend itself 
and counter the attacks on its bor- 
der cities by the anti-revolutionary 
groups from Iraqi territories. 

Cross-border armed attacks and 
sabotage operations against Ira- 
nian border towns, by terrorist 
groups originating from Iraqi terri- 
tories. have escalated in recent 
weeks. 

Iran's representative to the 
U.N.. Kama! fvharazi. in a Idler 
sent on Monday to U.N. Secretan - 
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali, 
said that under the prevailing cir- 
cumstances. the government of 
Iraq is not in a position to exercise 
effective control over the nonhem 
territory in its country. 

Numerous human casualties 
nnd property damages to the civil- 
ian population has been caused bv 


these attacks. These incursive and 
cniel activities constituted a grave 
violation of the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity’ of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, he noted accord- 
ing to IRNA. 

"In response to these encroach- 
ments by terrorist armed groups 
and in accordance with its inherent 
right to self-defense, as enshrined ^ 
in Article 51 of the U.N. Charter, 
Iron took immediate and propor- 
tional measures that were neces- 
sary to curb and suppress such 
aggressive activities," he added. 

Kharazi also mentioned in his 
letter that on July 2S, 1996, Iranian 
defense forces pursued retreating 
armed groups, which had attacked 
civilian targets, on the border 
tow us of Piranshahr. Mahabad and 
Urmia in northwestern Iran. 

Khapizi. meanwhile, reiterated 
Iran's respect for the territorial in- 
legriiv uf Iraq. 
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Iran's Help in Solving Regional 

Crises Hailed 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 

TEHRAN - Kyrgyz President, 
dfcskar Akayev yesterday stated 
that the economic, cultural and 
political ties between Tehran and 
Bishkek looked "very bright". 

Akayev, in a meeting set in 
Bishkek with the visiting Ir anian 
First Vice President, Hassan 
Habibi said that Iran since the 
ancient civilization days has 
played a key rote in the historical 
developments of the region. 

The KyTgyz president added 
that both Iran and Kyrgyzstan 
share centuries-old cooperative 
•^iations. 

He called on Iran to continue in 
its pioneer role for settling re- 
gional crises. 

, Habibi for his pan said that 
Iran’s foreign policy is to give 
priority to expand Tehran- 
Bishkek ties and to other multilat- 
eral ties, involving Central Asian 
republics. 

The Iranian foreign policy, he 
added, is based on the belief that 

order to establish regional peace 
and stability the most effective 
method is achieved by peaceful 
negotiations among regional 
states. 

The cease-fire in Tajikistan, 





AKAYEV 

the active strategy to reconcile Af- 
ghan belligerent parties and the 
political consultations to resolve 
the disputes in Karabakh, have all 
resulted from the outstanding dip- 
lomatic contributions of Iran, he 
concluded. 

Meanwhile, Kyrgyz Prime 
Minister Abbas Jumagulov said in 
Bishek yesterday that, with regard 
to the historical, political, cul- 
tural, economic and geographical 
proximity between his country 
and Iran, Bishkek is keen on fur- 
ther strengthening bilateral ties. 

Jumagulov was speaking at the 
banquet he gave in honor of visit- 
ing Habibi. 

He said that the inauguration of 
the Mashhad-Sarakhs-Tajan rail- 
way project and the historical role 


HABIBI 

played by Iran in this project has 
brought the East and the West 
closer. 

He added that the railway track 
connects landlocked Central 
Asian countries to the high seas 
via Iranian soil . He said that it was 
a great opportunity for expansion 
of ties between Iran and Kyr- 
gyzstan. 

The Kygyz premier called for 
economic and industrial coopera- 
tion between Khorassan and the 
Kyrgyz province of Oush. 

He noted the joint Iran-Kyr- 
gyzsran projects in his coumzy in- 
cluding the setting up of a 
mini-bus manufacturing plant. 

He said that President Askar 
Akayev visit to Iran late last April 
paved the way for expansion of 


JUMAGULOV 
bilateral relations. IRNA reported 
from Bishkek. 

Habibi said that be would re- 
view ways of joint investments, 
setting up of a telecommunication 
links, cooperation between the 
two countries' universities, setting 
up of Tehran-Bishkek airlink and 
the removal of double tariffs on 
trade exchanges with Kyrgyz offi- 
cials. 

The Centra) Asian Muslim Re- 
public of Kyrgyzstan has a popu- 
lation of 4.4 million, and shares 
borders with Uzbekistan, Tajikis- 
tan. Kazakhstan and China. 

Habibi arrived in Bishkek on 
Monday, underlining the impor- 
tance of bilateral ties and called 
for their expansion. 


Boroujerdi Holds Talks with 
Afghan Leaders 
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BOROUJERDI 

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister for Asia- Pacific Affairs 
Alacddin Boroujerdi yesterday 
submitted President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani's message to 
l^sident Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

Tlie two sides also discussed 
Vchran-Kabul relations and the lat- 
est developments in the war-tom 
country as well as regional and 
global issues during the meeting. 

Boroujerdi said Iran is glad that 
the first step has been taken to- 
wards establishing overall peace in 
Afghanistan and thai the Afghan 
Cabinet ministers presided over by 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar meets regularly. 

He added that the time has come 
lor the Afghan government to 
Sffbw it can reach understanding 
with other groups and opposition 
panics in Afghanistan. 

President Rabbani, on his part, 
stressed that Iran’s constant atten- 
tion to the problems of Afghani- 
stan is a major factor in restoring 
peace and stability to Afghani- 
stan. 

The Afghan president also said 
that Afghanistan’s Islamic govern- 
ment is read y to reach under- 

English Conversation 

By an English university lecturer 
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RABBANI 

standing with opposition groups, 
as an inevitable measure to estab- 
lish peace in the war-tom country’. 
Afghan Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar in Kabul met Deputy- 
Foreign Minister for Asia-Pacific 
Affairs, Alaeddin Boroujerdi. 

They reviewed Tehran-Kabul 
relations and the latest political de- 
vclopments in Afghanistan. 

Hekmaty ar expressed apprecia- 
tion over Iran's unsparing efforts 
in restoring peace in Afghanistan. 

He said relations between Is- 
lamic countries, especially re- 
gional states, are of great 
significance in order to foil the 
plots of the global arrogance. 

He said that the Afghan govern- 
ment’s top priority is the expansion 
of relations and cooperation with 
neighboring states. 

Hekmatyar hoped that with the 
return of peace to Afghanistan, 
problems facing the Afghan nation 
would be reduced and hopefully 
resolved. 

He said that the Kabul govern- 
ment is ready to negotiate with all 
groups and factions in Afghani- 
stan, adding that he believes the 
only way to resolve the current cri- 
sis is only possible through nego- 
tiations. 

Boroujerdi expressed pleasure 
over the Afghan governments' ac- 
tive work and said that Iran is op- 
timistic that Kabul's government 
would be able to materialize the 
hopes of the Afghan people by 


HEKMATYAR 


ending the war and conflicts. 

Boroujerdi announced Iran's 
readiness for further cooperation 
with Afghanistan. IRNA reported. 

The Iranian deputy foreign 
minister met with Afghan Foreign 
Minister Najibullah Lafraie, who 
stressed thai the Afghan govern- 
ment was all for peace and was 
firmly opposed to war and con- 
flicts. 

Boroujerdi replied, saying that 
all of those sympathetic to Af- 
ghanistan have concluded that ne- 
gotiations are the only solution to 
the country’’ s problems. 

The Iranian official also sepa- 
rately met with Afghan armed 
forces Commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood where the two discussed 
the latest developments in Af 
ghanistan and the country’s rela- 
tions with Iran. 

Shah Masood praised Iran for 
its efforts in bringing peace to the 
region, noting that the continuation 
of such endeavors is a must for 
restoring peace and stability to Af 
ghanistan. 

He said that the countries trying 
to bring peace to Afghanistan are 
the Afghan people’s true friends. 

In another development. 
Boroujerdi, Monday met the new 
Afghan Defense Minister Wa- 
hidullah Sepavon to exchange 
views on the latest developments 
in Afghanistan. 

Sepavon appreciated Iran's 
peace efforts and said that the Is- 


LAFRAIE 

Jamie Republic plays an important 
role in Afghanistan’s positive de- 
velopments. 

The Iranian official said that 
Iran was optimistic that security of 
the deprived and oppressed Af 
ghan people, especially those in 
Kabul, would soon be ensured. 

The deputy foreign minister 
also met his Afghan counterpart, 
Abdur-Rahim Ghafourzai Monday 
to explore ways to promote Te- 
hran-Kabul relations. They also re- 
viewed regional political 
developments. 

Boroujerdi was obviously 
pleased with the understandings 
reached recently between some 
Afghan political faciions. 

He said that Iran is determined 
to continue its peace efforts in or- 
der to convince other Afghan 
groups to join the peace process. 

He underlined the need for fur- 
ther bolstering of the activities of 
Economic Cooperation Organiza- 
tion (ECO) and stated that ECO is 
an appropriate framework to pro- 
mote regional cooperations. 

Ghafourzai responded by ap- 
preciating Iran’s endeavors in 
helping restore peace and stability- 
He said that the Afghan govern- 
ment favors a comprehensive ac- 
cord with all other groups 
participating in the political will. 
Senior officials of Hizb^e Vahdat-e 
Islami. Hojjatoleslam Mohammad 
Akbari and of Hizb-e Harakat-e Is- 
See Page 1 3 



LET’S MEMORIZE THE QURAN 

SURA 67, THE KINGDOM (AL-MULK) 

In the Name of God 
The Beneficent, the Merciful 

27. But then w hen they shall see it drawing nigh. 

The faces of the unbelievers will 
Be fill of grief, awry: 

And then it shall he mentioned: 

Here's that for which you had petitioned! 

•The /mil . >i i h'. llniv Oni.tn it uAionwWi* in exquisite book-form 

from; R.4S. I i v/. SSI ■JSJ-i-S 

(F.N.) 



Noon (ZohrJ 

13:11 

Evening (Maghreb) 

20 31 

Tomorrow's Dawn (Fajr) 

04:34 

Tomorrow's Sunrise 

(16:12 


Romania Keen on 
Cooperation with Iran 

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK Cosea took note of the recent 


TEHRAN - Romania's Deputy 
Prime Minister Mircea Cosea in a 
meeting in Bucharest on Monday, 
with Iran’s Ambassador to Roma- 
nia. Seyed Mahmoud Sadri. indi- 
cated that his country’ would like to 
expand multilateral ties with the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 

21st Issue of 
the Nameh 
Farhang 
Quarterly 
Hits the Stands 

I RAN. NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN - The Islamic Culture 
and Communications Organiza- 
tion has published the 2 1 st issue of 
the Nameh Farhang quarterly un- 
der the title of "Secularism and 
Culture". 

This issue opens with an edito- 
rial entitled "Secularism and Cul- 
ture" penned by Dr. Reza Davari 
Ardakani followed by a round ta- 
ble discussion on the same issue 
with the participation of Dr. Ah- 
mad Ahmadi, Seyed Mohammad 
Avini, Dr. Ghulam Hussein Ibra- 
him Dinani, Dr. Ghulam Reza 
A’vani, Dr. Ghulam All Haddad 
Adel, Mohammad All Shoa'ee, 
Ms. Mahroozadeh, and Dr. Reza 
Davari Ardakani. 

Two interviews are conducted 
with Dr. Mohammad Javad Lari- 
jani on "Secular Thought Is 
Worldly Thought" and with Al- 
lameh Seyed Mohammad Hussein 
Fadhlullah on “Islam: The Future 
Religion of Mankind". 

Among other articles of this is- 
sue. mention can be made of 
"Analysis of Plato’s Treatise on 
Political Man." "From Enlighten- 
ment to Consciousness-Raising," 
"Religion and Secularization", 
"Religion and Modernity", "A Sci- 
entific Criticism of Orientalism". 
"Culture in Crisis?", "Asia as 
Viewed by the Europeans”. 

Other articles include "(Martyr) 
Professor Motahhari and Dr. 
Shariati on Sociology of Relig- 
ion", "Persian Language in To- 
day’s World", "The Status of 
Persian Language in Pakistan," 
"International Rules of Propa- 
ganda". "Islam's Influence on 
Swahili Culture". "Missionaries' 
Preachinu Methods in Zimbabwe", 


progress Iran has had in the indus- 
trial and agricultural fields, and 
was interested in the development 
of joint cooperations in these sec- 
tors. IRNA reported. 

He emphasized that his country 
would like to use Iran's economic 
reform experiences. 


Ilook 

Review 



"Development of Tourism and 
Cultural Legacy". "The Confrontar 
lion of Tradition and Modernity'", 
"The Case of Iranian and Indian 
Models". "Effects of the Cuirure 
of China Over Europe". 

The quarterly ends with two re- 
ports on the 29th Conference of 
University Chancellors and Presi- 
dents of the Institutes of Higher 
Education and Research in Iran 
and on the Seminar on the Critique 
of Philosophy, Letters, and Book 
Reviews. 

Bangladeshis 
Observe Prophet’s 

Birthday 

IRAN NEWS NA TIONA L DESK 
TEHRAN - The Bangladesh com- 
munity here observed Eid-esMi- 
lad-un-Nabi with due religious 
fervor and enthusiasm on Mon- 
day. The Bangladesh Embassy in 
Tehran organized a Milad-Mahfil 
at the Chancery premises which 
was attended by Bangladesh Am- 
bassador Syed Muazzem Ali, of- 
ficials of the embassy, 
Bangladeshi nationals and their 
families. 
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Soltanifar: 

With agreements reached between 
the Central Province and the State 
Physical Education Organization and 
thanks to the efficient staff of SPEO we 
shall leave a brilliant record of perform- 
ance in building sports and recreational 
facilities for our people in 1375. 

Sports is a fundamental necessity 
for a healthy society and I urge all indus- 
trial and production units to expedite 
payment of their taxes under Note 67 for 
expansion of sports activities. 



Bavani: . * V 

These days physical education has 

well displayed its effect in the commit, 
nity- Sport' is a strong expedient which 
helps people to overcome their short- 
comings and deprivation in the commu- 
nity. 

Last year out of para. A of Note 67 
10 billion rials was paid for expansion of 
sports facilities and purchase of sports 
equipment for the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. 
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In u ceremony attended by 
Mr. Mchdi Bayun i. adviser to the 
Head of State Physical Educa- 
tion Organization (SPEO) and 
Executor of Note 6? on Public 
Welfare, Mr. Gahrkhani, direc- 
tor general of coordination of the 
Stale Physical Education Or- 
ganization in Provinces, Hosse- 
ini. governor of Arak, Behrouz 
Montaqemi. director general of 
Physical Education Organization 
of the Central Province along 
with several dignitaries and offi- 
cers of the province, the first 
sauna belonging to the Physical 
Education Organization of Arak 
was inaugurated. 

Addressing the ceremony. Mr. 
Behrouz Montaqemi. director of 
Physical Education Organization 
of the Central Prov ince said: 

“The sauna project and the 
men s and women s indoor sw im- 
ming pools in Arak is being built 
in an area of 4.519 sq. m with a 
capital of 2.6 billion rials. The 
sauna and the administrative area 
of die Sports Complex covering 
1,325 sq. m. built at a cost of 700 
million rials lias been completed 
and was commissioned today, and 
the 16.5 x 33 meters (total of 
1 .728 sq. m) indoor swimming 
pool for men and the 13.5 x 25 m 
(total of 1.466 sq. meters ) indoor 
swimming pool for women will 
be commissioned by the end of 
the current year.” 

He said by die end of the Sec- 
ond 5- Year Development Plan 
with the completion of 82 half- 
finished projects including 13 in- 
door swimming pools, three 
2.5(K)-person sports halls, a 
5. < K H i-person football stadium. 46 
multipurpose sports halls. 20 
open-air sports grounds, football 
pitch, and the Olympics Village 
tiucluding 19 sports projects), the 
total sports buildings in the Cen- 
tral Province will amount to 1 16 
units and the present per capita 
sports space allocated for each 
resident at the province which is 1 
sq. m will be increased to 4 sq. ra 
per person 

"The remarkable success 
achieved in sports in the Central 
Province is due to the assistance 
of the State Physical Education 
Organization and the guidance 
and cooperation of Mr. Soltanifar, 
the beloved governor of the Cen- 
tral Province, under whose effi- 
cient management we are trying 
to enhance the Central Province to 
serve as a model for other prov- 
inces," Mr. Montaqemi added. 

Mr. Montaqemi expressed his 
appreciation for the presence of 
Mr. Bayani, adviser to the Head 
of State Physical Education Or- 
ganization mid Executor of Note 
67 for Public Welfare, and Mr. 
Gahrkhani and all the good offi- 
cials of die province in the in- 



auguration of the sauna at the 5th 
Moidad Sports Complex. 

Guidelines offered by 
the governor general 
of Central Province: 

Commenting on sports activi- 
ties. Masoud Soltanifar, the gov- 
ernor general of the Central 


Province by Mr. Hashemi-Taba, 
vice president and head of State 
Physical Education Organization, 
he agreed to build several sports 
halls at various points in the prov- 
ince in 1996 and after specifying 
the locations, he personally broke 
ground for these purposes. Mean- 
while. it was agreed that founda- 
tion excavation for these 


reation facilities for our good peo- 
ple at the end of the current 
Iranian year and can elevate our 
spoils facilities to an acceptable 
standard." Mr. Soltanifar added. 

He called on the executives of 
industrial and manufacturing fac- 
tories to pay more attention to the 
role of sports in promoting peo- 
ple's health, particularly the 



Montaqemi: 

By the end of the Second 
Plan and with the completion 
of 82 half-finished projects the 
number of sports complexes 
in the Central Province will 
amount to 116 and the per 
capita sports space for the 
residents which is now 1 sq. 
meter wilt be increased to 4 
sq. meters. 


Province said: "Since two years 
ago thanks to the united efforts of 
the officials of the province, big 
steps were taken towards expan- 
sion of the public sports and rec- 
reation spaces in the Central 
Province, and the majority of such 
targets have bora fruit in some re- 
gions. Thanks to the provisions of 
Note 67 of the Second Plan Law 
which permits us to use the taxes 
received for cigarettes and sale of 
finished products of factories and 
workshops for establishment of 
sports facilities and the backing of 
the State Physical Education Or- 
ganization mid the efforts of the 
officials of the province for ex- 
pansion of sports facilities, out of 
1.377 multipurpose indoor sports 
halls and sw imming pools tar- 
geted for the whole nation, SPEO 
will build 43 indoor sports halls 
and swimming pools in the Cen- 
tral Province out of the funds pro- 
vided from Note 67. 

He said in a visit to the Central 


buildings will be performed by 
the local officials with public help 
and participation, and then the 
Physical Education Organization 
will raise the buildings and com- 
plete the sports facilities. 

Soltanifar said Note 67 of Sec- 
ond Plan Law is a good invest- 
ment source for us to build the 
sports buildings needed for the 
youth and young adults as soon as 
possible. 

He said that this fund has ani- 
mated the officials to employ it 
for expansion of sports facilities 
and has encouraged the people 
and the local authorities to make 
larger contributions to such wel- 
fare projects. 

"With the agreements reached 
with the SPEO and thanks to the 
efforts and competence of the of- 
ficers of the Physical Education 
Organization of the province, 
hopefully we will have a brilliant 
record of positive performance in 
establishment of sports and rec- 


ltcalth of the good workers and 
management of the industrial 
units, and to expedite payment of 
the taxes lev ied in Note 67 of the 
Second Plan Law which is legally 
binding and warned that the vio- 
lators shall be prosecuted through 
legal channels. 

"These executives and their 
staff and workers can in the mean- 
time benefit from these facilities 
and enhance the health of their 
workers and factory output" the 
governor general noted. 

Mr. Soltanifar said the State 
Physical Education Organization 
lias the authority to collect the' 
taxes and those who evade such 
taxes will have problems obtain- 
ing their tax clearances. 'There- 
fore. it is necessary and binding 
for the executives of production 
and industrial units in the prov- 
ince to pay tlteir duties on time 
before they arc prosecuted by le- 
gal authorities in order to permit 
us. and. Lite Stale Phvsical Educa- 


tion Organization to execute our 
programs." 

The governor general of the 
Central Province thanked Mr. 
Hashemi-Taba. Itead of SPEO and 
Iris adviser Mr. Bayani and the 
sports officials in the province for 
tlteir sincere efforts in expanding 
sports facilities in his province. 

"Since physical sports is a ba- 
sic necessity for enhancement of 
(lie public ItcalllL (he officials 
concerned have n heavy duty- in 
that connection and must multiply 
tlteir efforts to achieve the set tar- 
gets." Mr. Soltanifar concluded. 

The significance of 
sports in today’s 
community 

Commenting on the mctltod of 
execution of Note 67 of Second 
Plan Law. Mr. Mchdi Bavani. ad- 
viser to the head of State Physical 
Education Organization who had 
traveled to Arak to attend the in- 
auguration ceremony of the sauna 
of 5th Mordad Sports Complex 
and other projects underway in 
the Central Province, said: These 
days physical education has well 
displayed its effect and role in the 
community. Sport is a strong ex- 
pedient which helps people to 
overcome their shortcomings and 
deprivations in the community 
and makes them physically strong 
and energetic to serve the commu- 
nity. Therefore, in the same way 
that families are investing for 
their daily needs, they must give 
proper attention to sports and allo- 
cate budget for sports." 

"Like Friday prayers which 
was revived by the Revolution, 
sports must also be revived and 
exhorted by all the state officials 
and functionaries in the commu- 
nity. In fact sports and education 
go hand in hand like two parallel 
rails of the railway which lead 
mankind to the station of unity. 
Physical spoils eradicates weak- 
ness and vice, ami enhances hu- 
man values in mankind.” Mr. 
Bayani remarked. 

In order to revive this whole- 
some practice among our fellow 
citizens, Mr. Hashemi-Taba, vice 


Arak 


•%, I v 


president and head of Staffle Physi- 
cal Education Organization sup- 
ported the representatives of the 
Majlis succeeded to ratify Note 67 
of the Budget Law in March 1995 
which provides funds for expan- 
sion of sports facilities. Paragraph 
A of the Note provides . that for 
sale of each cigarette, 5 dais 
should be paid to the state treas- 
ury which in turn deposits the ac- 
cumulated money to the Account 
No. 990 of Physical Education * 
Organization. Paragraph B of the 
Note stipulates that one thou- 
sandth of the total sales of manu- 
facturing factories should be paid 
to SPEO’s account as tax. He said 
the tax is levied on the total sale 
of products of a factory and not 
their income. 

Mr. Bayani continued - "Upon 
receipt of the sums indicated in 
Note 67 of Second 5-Year Plan 
Law. the State Physical Education 
Organization has been able to take 
big steps for expansion of spoils 
facilities and spaces throughout 
the country. Meanwhile in 1994, 
SPEO gained a lot of capital out 
of public contributions and such 
an income motivated SPEO to tar- 
get 1.377 sports halls throughout 
the nation to be completed by ^ 
1998 which coincides wife the 
twentieth anniversary of victory 
of the Islamic Revolution. With 
this plan in mind {fairing the 10- 
Day Dawn (Fajr) ceremonies this 
year 73 sports facilities will be pm 
on stream in Tehran Province and 
700 other sports buildings in dif- 
ferent regions of the country." 

The adviser to the head of 
State Physical Education Organi- 
zation added: "Since 1994 we 
have purchased approximately 
billion rials worth of floor cover- 
ing materials which have been 
distributed to the sports com- 
plexes in the provinces. Mean- 
while since 1995 when Note 67 of 
Second Plan Law was ratified by 
the Majlis, we have collected 20 
billion rials and deposited it to 
SPEO Account No. 990 and an* 
other 53 billion' rials out of the 
cigarette tax, prescribed under 
para A of Note 67, and deposited 
it to the same account/ 

Bayani said the State Tobacco 
Or ganizatio n has well cooperated 7 
with SPEO by regularly paying 
the tax levied on sales of cigarette 
and expressed his thanks to the 
committed companies'and facto- 
ries particularly Mubarakch Steel 
Complex and Iran Petrochemical 
Company who have paid their 
taxes and on time and have 
supported SPEO. 

"However, despite repeated re- 
minders some vehicle rnamrfbc* 

hirers have failed to pay to" 
taxes to SPEO and other factories 
have opposed to Note 67 of Sec- 
^ See Page JJ 
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terrorist acts because of its belief 
in independence." 

During his inspection of the 
IRJB dial lasted more than three 
hours. Ayatollah Khamenei was 
informed of tlie qualitative and 
quantitative efforts of the IRIB 
staff for fulfilling the goals and 
J missions of the organization and 
the special objectives he had em- 
phasized in his decree to the [RIB 
director. 

He offered guidelines during 
the visit and expressed satisfac- 
tion with the growing trend of ac- 
tivities of the TV. 

Daring the visit to the TV sta- 
tion, Ayatollah Khamenei empha- 
sized the need to pay attention to 
the hidden message and spirit of 
foreign films and programs. 

^ During the visit to the Radio 
section of IRIB. he deemed posi- 
tive the quantitative trend of the 
radio programs and said it was 
necessary to raise the quality of 
the programs. 

The staff and managers of the 
IRIB said their prayers led by 
Ayatollah Khamenei. 

The Leader elaborated on the 
importance of IRIB, saying, "Two 
factors decide the degree of im- 
portance: The messages of a 
country for the world and for its 
own people, and the volume of 
negative propaganda against that 
nation." 

The Leader said two principal 
goals of the negative propaganda 
of the Western news media to- 
ward Islamic Iran were to influ- 
ence the domestic Iranian public 
opinion as well as the world pub- 
lic opinion. 

"The Islamic revolution of 
Iran, thanks to its message, gained 
a wide audience among the na- 
tions." he said, adding: "That is 
why the role of IRIB is important 
and fundamental to the Islamic 
Republic." 



President Abdel Halim KJiaddam 
is due to meet French President 
Jacques Chirac for talks in Paris 
today, the Elysee Press Service 
said yesterday. 

The talks, scheduled for mid- 
day, come a week after a visit by 
French Foreign Minister Herve de 
Charette to Syria, where he held 
talks with President Hafez al- As- 
sad and his Syrian counterpart 
Farouk al-Shara. 

( Torture in I 

Palestinian Jail j 

RAMALLAH, WEST BANK - A 
Palestinian prisoner was fighting 
for his life m hospital here yester- 
day as a human rights group said 
he had been tortured at a Palestin- 
ian Authority jail in the West Bank. 

The Palestinian Human Rights 
Group Land and Water Estab- 
lishment said earlier that Mahmud 
Jemayd, 26, was taken to the hos- 
4Fpital in a coma and died soon after- 
wards yesterday. 

Doctors noticed marks on Je- 
raayefs head made by metallic ca- 
bles as well as bruises on his body 
and burns cm his back and stomach. 
Mid the group based in East Jeru- 
salem. 


Jemayei was arrested in De- 
cember in the Palestinian-ruled 
town of Jericho on the West Bank. 
After staging several hunger 
strikes, he was transferred to Jneid 
prison in Nablus. 


More Bombings 
Likelv 


Tlie Washington Times re- 
ported Monday that suspected ter- 
rorists have offered bribes on 
repeated occasions this month for 
information about a U.5. military 
facility in Riyadh, in what was seen 
as a clear sign that more attacks 
were being planned. 

I Perry in Saudi 
j Arabia | 

JEDDAH?SAUDI ARABIA - U.S. 
Defense Secretary William Perry 
arrived in Saudi Arabia yesterday 
to discuss security for U.S. troops 
following last month's deadly 
bombing, a Saudi official said. 

"Perry arrived in Jeddah and 
will meet King Fahd and Crown 
Prince Abdullah to discuss how to 
protect some 6,200 U.S. military 
personnel deployed in Saudi Ara- 
bia," according to the official who 
asked not to be named. 


| Israeli Police Clash 1 
I with Bedouins j 

OMER, ISRAEL - Eleven police- 
men and IS bedouins were injured 
yesterday when a demonstration 
against land grabs in southern Is- 
rael erupted into violence. 

Forty members of rite nomadic 
Tarabin aJ-Sanaa tribe were ar- 
rested during the protest in Omer 
in the Negev desert, police said. 

The Israeli Arabs claim that 
land confiscated by Omer authori- 
ties for building belongs 10 them 
and that without it they cannot live 
according to their ancestral tradi- 
tions. 

"We are fighting for this land 
which is registered in our name on 
the land register," said Mahmud 
Tarabin al-Sanaa, head of the 
tribe's young people. 

"The police repression is one of 
the worst crimes I have ever seen," 
he said. 

| Settlements Mean | 

BETHLEHEM, WEST BANK - 
Senior Palestinian leaders warned 
vesierday of a return to war and 
bloodshed if Israel goes ahead with 
plans to re-launch a settlement 
drive on the West Bank. 

"When they confiscate my land, 
when they confiscate my water, 
when they confiscate my future, 
this means a declaration of war and 
war means bloodshed," said Jus- 
tice Minister Frefli Abu Meddein. 

They will lose peace not only 
with the Palestinians but with the 
Middle East, with Jordanians, 
Egyptians and everybody, and fun- 
damentalism will grow," he told 
journalists. 

Ahmad Korei, one of the key 
Palestinian architects of the auton- 
omv accords with Israel, said. "The 
Israelis are destroying the peace 
process." 

The pair were in Bethlehem for 



plan a comprehensive strategy tor peace and develop- 
ment in thert country. , . 

For Iran, it is a great source of genuine P n 
could extend sincere, honest and brotherly assistance to 
^ oppressed Bosnians. 


a meeting of the Palestinian legis- 
lative council to debate Jewish set- 
tlements and the disputed issue of 
Jerusalem. 

S li Closure | 

Palestinians | 

SANAA, YEMEN - Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat said Is- 
rael’s closure of the territories was 
costing the Palestinian economy 
"between six and seven million 
dollars a day," the Yemeni news 
agency SABA reported yesterday. 

"Nearly 120,000 workers are 
unemployed because of the clo- 
sure.” Arafat told a press confer- 
ence on Monday in Sanaa, SABA 
said. "These workers have a right, 
to be compensated after 27 years of 
work with the Israelis," he said. 

"What we have lost because of 
the blockade far exceeds financial 
aid we have received and which 
has been promised to us." Arafat 
said. 

"Peace will hit an impasse if 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu lives up to his (election; slo- 
gans which refused to heed 
Palestinian demands," Arafat said. 

The self-rule territories were 
sealed off by the Israeli army on 
February 25 after the firsi of four 
Islamic militant suicide bombings 
which left 38 people dead in Israel. 



should form one of two entities, 
along with a Musiim-Croat Fed- 
eration, within a single Bosnian 
state. 

The Davion accords stipulate 
that the fate of the northern town 
of Brcko, claimed by both the 
Serbs and the Sarajevo govern- 
ment. is to be determined through 
arbitration by December 14 at the 
latest. 

Brcko. which straddles a stra- 
tegically important corridor be- 
tween eastern and northern 
Serb-held territory, formerly had 
a Muslim-majoriry population be- 
fore the conflict, but is now con- 
trolled by Serbs. • - ; 

Klickovic maintained that the 
arbitration pane] was : to decide 
only on how far the corridor of 
land around Brcko was be wid- 
ened in favor of the Serbs. 

On July. 19 the Bosnian Serb 
leadership gave way to interna- 
tional pressure demanding that 
Radovan Karadzic, the warlord 
sought by the International War 
Crimes Tribunal in the Hague on 
genocide charges, cede his posi- 
tion as president of the Serb entity 
and renounce any formal role in 
public life. 

However they are resisting de- 
mands that Karadzic and Raiko 
Mladic, the leader of the Bosnian 
Serb army also wanted on geno- 
cide charges, be handed over to 
the tribunal in the Hague. 

Meanwhile it was reported that 
the United States voiced disap- 
proval Monday over a $50 million 
Iranian aid package to Bosnia, and 
said envoy John Kornblum would 
raise the matter during talks in 
Sarajevo this week. 


f 




States, is beginning to grow on its 
soil and if s only just beginning.'' 

Ayatollah Khamenei was obvi- 
ously referring to the Zionist icr- 
rorisis wlio arc always welcomed 
in the United States. 

Prior to the meeting. British 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind was asked to comment on 
President Clinton's call after the 
Atlanta bombing for world sanc- 
tions against Iron. Iraq. Libya and 
Sudan. 


Rifkind responded. "This is not 
on lod;n s (>cstcrdav's) agenda." 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel in a similar remark 
said. “I do not think that h\ ceas- 
ing to dialogue. b\ isolating Iran, 
ue mil gel better results in the 
international ft gill against terror- 
ism than those ue already have." 

European nations arc at odds 
with the U.S o\ cr the issue, argu- 
ing that eonstmciivc dialogue 
must be maintained as a way of 
bringing at! nations to ihc fold. 

The European nations have at- 
tacked proposed U.S legislation 
— known as the d'Amalo-Kcn- 
nedy Bill - to ban firms from deal- 
ing with states accused of 
sponsoring terrorism, and (lie 
European Union sharply opposed 
U.S. efforts to isolate Cuba via the 
Helmes-Burton legislation sanc- 
tioning foreign firms dealing with 
Havana. 

The Group of Seven (G7) 
countries and Russia endorsed a 
package which notably aims to re- 
strict terrorists' freedom of move- 
ment, clamp down on their 
sources of funding and improve 
the exchange of information. 

"Wc will not stop in this united 
effort until those responsible arc 
brought to justice." said U.S. At- 
torney General Janet Reno, sum- 
ming up the results of the 
conferences held in the shadow of 
last weekend's Atlanta Olympic 
bombing. 

French Foreign Minister Herve 
de Charette said that tlie day 
would mark "a milestone in the 
determination of the international 
community to fight terrorism." 

Tlie plan was announced after 
tlie meeting, held amid a heavy 
police presence, of foreign and se- 
curity ministers from Russia and 
the G7 in a conference center in 
tlie shadow of Paris' landmark 
Arc de Triomphe. 

Initially scheduled at a June 
G7 summit clouded by the deaths 
of 19 U.S. troops in a truck bomb 
in Saudi Arabia, the aim of yester- 
day's summit was brought sharply 
into focus by the Atlanta bomb 
and the explosion of TWA Flight 
800. 

The 25 concrete measures 
agreed yesterday included a warn- 
ing about the use by terrorists of 
the internet and a pledge to take 
effective measures to prevent ter- 
rorists from obtaining travel docu- 
ments. 

U.S. officials had brought 
along fresh proposals including a 
boost in airport security and fin- 
gerprinting explosives, and these 
would be discussed by experts in 
a working group to produce its 
findings by the end of the year. 

The working group would be 
tasked with preparing a new inter- 
national convention on terrorism 
involving explosives, according 
to De -Charette, who co-hosted the 
meeting. 

British Home Secretary' Mi- 
chael Howard said it was impossi- 
ble to give 100 percent protection 
against terrorism. 

"But I believe the measures we 
have agreed will make life more 
difficult for terrorists, and will 
improve the protection we can of- 
fer to our citizens." he said at a 
closing press conference. 

"Terrorism is now an interna- 
tional virus." said British Foreign 
Secretary Rifkind. "What we're 
seeking to do here is to ensure that 
governments of the world can co- 
ordinate their efforts against ter- 
rorism more effectively. " 

With Britain reeling from new 
Northern Ireland-related violence, 
France fearful of new Islamic fun- 
damentalist attacks. Japan still 
smarting from last year's nerve- 
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gas tragedy, and Germany faced 
by Turkish extremists, the issue of 
terrorism is high on the agenda of 
many G“ nations. 

Tlie U.S. delegation at the 
summit realized that their coun- 
terparts in Britain. France. Ger- 
many. Italy. Canada and Japan 
will not support its pica for im- 
posing sanctions on countries 
which Washington claims are 
sponsoring terrorism. 

This was the reason the U.S. 
delegation, headed by Peter 
Tamoff. undersecretary of state 
for political affairs, did not raise 
President Bill Clinton's pica for 
sanctions at the opening session 
of talks. 

French Interior Minister Jcan- 
Louis Deb re said ahead of the 
meeting that Washington's plea 
for sanctions and views on foreign 
sponsors of icn-orism "is a little 
simplistic and overtaken by devel- 
opments." 



lami, Hojjatoleslam Mohammad- 
Ali Javed. also met here yesterday 
with Boroujerdi at the Iranian Em- 
bassy. 

They praised Iran’s continued 
peace efforts in helping resolve the 
Afghan crisis. 



than those we already have," said 
Kinkel. 

Quest ioned about the exchange 
of information between European 
countries, the German minister re- 
gretted that "national interests had 
until now remained the priority in 
justice and interior matters.’ 

But Kinkel remained optimistic 
about the G7 conference. "I think 
we will be able to say afterwards: 
it has contributed something," he 
said. 
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(actor Jon Tenney) have set no 
specific pregnancy plans: Besides, 
there's loo much acting to be 
done, not to mention deciding on 
a place to settle down. At the 
moment, they live near Los Ange- 
les, but Hatcher, a northern Cali- 
fornia native, craves New York. 

“It actually starts with the 
walking,” she says, laughing. “It 
sounds so silly but the idea of 
walking by things and walking 
through people, it's so much more 
present. I feel so much more 
grounded in New York. 

“In Los Angeles, you’re in a 
car all the time. Throe's a real 
dehumanization. Everything 
seems so far to get to. It’s just, I 
really do get this sense of life 
being sort of right in your face in 
New York. And I like that.” 





ond Plan Law which is legally 
binding." &id Bay ani and ex- 
pressed his dissatisfaction over 
such an unfriendly behavior. 

He warned the delinquent 
companies and factories to pay 
their dues immediately since the 


low has empowered ihc govern- 
ment to punish them or refuse tc 
issue lax clearances and introduc. 
(hem to judiciary authorities as 
violators of the Jaw. 

"Since these taxes are spent fo? 
construction of sports facilities fo: 
the youth and young adults of thi 
nation which is a very vita! facto 
for protection of our generation. ’ 
urge the factory executives u* 
comply with their duties and ini 
mediately pay their dues prc 
scribed in Note 67 in order h 
permit State Physical Educatioi 
Organization to proceed on con- 
struction of its planned 1.37“ 
multipurpose sports facilities am. 
indoor swimming pools and com 
plcte the half-finished building; 
throughout the nation." Mr. Ba>- 
;uii added. 

He said during the last tnmiai 
year ft) billion rials of tlie mane; 
collected under pan. A. of Nou 
(•7 was paid to the Ministry o 
Education for expansion of sport, 
centers and purchase of sport, 
equipment. 

"Presence of personalities such 
as Mr SoUanifar. the sports lov- 
ing governor general of the Cen- 
tral Proxincc as well as efficient 
and conscious executives in the 
Physical Education Organization 
of the province who have made a 
lot of exertions to expand sports 
facilities in that province, has en- 
couraged ns fo send more help to 
SPEO headquarters at Tcluan and 
I am specially thankful to Gover- 
nor SoUanifar who is zealous te 
collect tlie tax levied under Note 
f>7 of Second Plan Law in hi; 
province and promote sports." Mr 
Bnvani concluded. 



17. Adoption of policies en- 
couraging saffron exports includ- 
ing the exchange of imported 
goods for exported saffron, reduc- 
ing taxes on saffron exports, re- 
ducing air transportation rates for 
saffron exports, allocating the en- 
tire foreign currency earned 
through saffron exports to the Un- 
ion of Saffron Cultivators. 

18. As smuggling one kilo- 
gram of saffron will have a bene- 
fit of at leasL 42,000 tomans, 
policies should be adopted to pre- 
vent saffron smuggling. These 
policies include restricting saffron 
exports in at most two cities of 
Mashhad and Tehran and prevent- 
ing the transportation of saffron to 
border cities and areas. 

19. As the ISO 9000 has been 
globally accepted and as Iran's 
standards are different from it, ef- 
forts should be made to obtain 
ISO 9000 to compete at the global 
markets. 

20. Given the nice color, fra- 
grance, taste, and low humidity of 
Iran's saffron and given the re- 
duced production of Spanish saf- 
fron. expensive wages of laborers 
there, and lack of justification of 
saffron production in Spain, the 
support and assistance of the Un- 
ion of Saffron Cultivators in all 
fields to win the major global 
markets would mean that Iranian 
saffron would have the say world- 
wide. 
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Eye on Greater East Asia 


"ASEAN Pushes Nuclear-Free Zone" 



/ft Ih'h:utl Shah mulch. I’h.D. 

F oreign ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
i ASEAN) meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia, called on the major 
•owers to back ASEAN's Nuclear-Free Zone and halt nuclear testing. 

Security has been a key concern of ASEAN since it was built almost 
;0 years ago out of what Brunei Foreign Minister Prince Mohamad 
fulkiah correctly referred to in Jakarta as "dominos ready to fall with 
he slightest touch". 

Over the years, ASEAN has grown from Five countries united only 
i their opposition to Communism (ASEAN was actually a security 
pporatus created in 1967 at the height of Lhe second Vietnamese War) 
0 a group of seven (Vietnam joining in July 1995) - growing to 10 by 
000 - embracing former biner enemies - at the Jakarta meeting, 
ministers accepted applications of Cambodia and Laos to join in 1997 
nd granted observer status to Myanmar (Burma). 

Thus the vision of ASEAN's Founders of all ten Southeast Asian 
ountries living in harmony under a single roof came closer to realiza- 
lon. ASEAN’s recent ’ Constructive Engagement Policy", engaging 
•articularly Myanmar (the Yangoon Government) and hopefully trying 
j make "Slorc" government more cooperative and accommodating has 
■egun to pay off. Isolating Myanmar will make Yangoon adopt more 
egaiive policies, while engaging it will keep Yangoon’s military junta 
rom gravitating to the orbit of China, an old military ally. 

At their Bangkok summit last December, ASEAN members and 
ibservers signed a treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear- Free-Zone, and 
uached a protocol for nuclear powers to sign as an endorsement. 

The acknowledged nuclear powers - Britain, China, France, Russia 
•nd the United States - expressed reservations, however, over some of 
is terms, including provisions on territorial sovereignty. 

At issue for ASEAN is not only nuclear testing but also the question 
if nuclear warheads on ships and planes plying the region - warheads 
which the United States and Russia refuse to officially acknowledge. 

Under the terms of the treaty, each member state, "on being notified, 
nay decide for itsel f whether to allow visits by foreign ships and aircraft 
o its ports and airfields, transit of its airspace by foreign aircraft and 
•avigaiion by foreign ships through its territorial sea or archipelagic 
/aiers and overflight of foreign aircraft above those waters in a manner 
ot governed by the rights of ’innocent passage’, archipelagic sea lanes 
assage or transit passage. " 

The signatories would undertake not to possess, acquire or test any 
uclcar weapons, or "station or transport nuclear weapons by any 
leans", whether on their own behalf or on behalf of another party. 

Ali Alatas. the Indonesian foreign minister, urged at Jakarta ASEAN 
linistcrial Meeting all member states to endeavor to ratify the treaty 
eforc the informal summit fan adopted initiative at ASEAN conference 
isi year in Bangkok) to be held in Indonesia at the end of the year. 

This posed little problems to many countries, in fact Myanmar 
Burma 1 ) which just attained the status of an observer in ASEAN and 
oi yet a member (its membership is more than assured, since observer 
atus is the step before full membership), was the First to ratify. 

But in the Philippines, there were concerns that parts of the treaty 
light run counter to provisions of a 1951 mutual defense pact with the 
tailed Slates in countries such as Thailand and Malaysia. On the other 
and, there was no need to submit the treaty to Parliament as it could 
e ratified directly by the Cabinet. 

ASEAN states concerted ly ‘asked the acknowledged nuclear states 
3 put an end to all testing and more swiftly to conclude a comprehensive 
-*st ban treaty "without exceptions, without qualifications and within 
lis year". 

Jakarta meeting emphasized the need for ASEAN to broaden its 
merest in nuclear matters "to begin, in concert, to address the problem 
hat we (ASEAN) will soon face as the use of nuclear energy escalates 
n the region". Among the problems discussed were the possible 
livcrsion of fissile materials to illegitimate uses and disposal of nuclear 
wastes." ASEAN has again shown it is a team and a solid one too. 


Mongolia ’s First Non-communist 
Government Announced 


'LAN BATOR (AFP) - After a 
veek-long struggle with the 
lusted Communist Party, Mongo- 
l's First . Democrat prime minis- 
cr has Finally nominaied his 
lovemmeni. 

Enkhsaikhan, elected as prime 
ninisteronJuly 19, announced his 
iew Cabinet in from of the Great 
Jural, Mongolia’s parliament, on 
vlonday. 

As pledged earlier, Enkhsaik- 
.10 i cut the government's 16 min- 
•s ries to nine, and removed all 
-■puiy minister posts in a move to 


cui through some of the nation’s 
notorious bureaucracy. 

"1 assure you thar the new gov- 
ernment will be decisive and reso- 
lute." he told the House, 
according to legislators present. 

Mongolia's newly-elected 
democrats ran into diffifiulties as 
soon as parliament was formed on 
July 18 as the ousted Mongolian 
People’s Revolutionary Party 
(MPRP) insisted on their own 
nominee for deputy house 
speaker. 


Turkish 

Troops 

Kill 16 
Kurds 

ANKARA (AFP) - Government 
troops killed Id separatist rebel 
Kurds in three separate clashes in 
southeastern Turkey, an official 
statement said yesterday. 

The clashes between the troops 
and fighters from the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) 
recently took place in the prov- 
inces of Van. Hakkari and Simak. 
the statement b> the regional gov- 
ernor of southeastern Turkey said. 

It did not specify the exact dates 
of the clashes and whether or not 
there were casualties among the 
security forces. 

More than 21.000 people have 
been killed in violence in south- 
eastern Turkey since when 
the PKK launched its armed cam- 
paign for a homeland. 

In another development, the 
Turkish parliament was to decide 
yesterday whether to allow a mul- 
tinational force to continue using a 
Turkish airbase to protect Iraqi 
Kurds from Baghdad in a vote cru- 
cial to relations with the United 
States. 

Islamist Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan, appointed last 
month, had opposed "operation 
provide comfort” while in opposi- 
tion. 

However, he is now intent on 
persuading his Welfare Party to 
vote to extend the force's mandate 
in Turkish territory until the end of 
the year, political sources said. 

Many hard-line Welfare depu- 
ties could nevertheless vote with 
opposition panics, which are gen- 
erally hostile to the continued pres- 
ence of the force, whose current 
mandate to stay in Turkey expires 
today. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller's 
True Path Party - the Welfare 
Party's. coalition partner - is ex- 
pected to back an extension. 


Raduyev warns Russia, Kinkel Calls 
for Large Autonomy for Cliechnya 



RADUYEV 

MOSCOW r.AFP) - Radical 
Chechen separatist leader Salmon 
Raduyev on Monday defiantly is- 
sued a new threat of acts of terror 
against Russia, as security was 
stepped up on trams following a 
senes of incidents. 

Raduyev was quoted by Itar- 
Tass agency as telling a press con- 
ference he would "pursue tlte war 
until total independence for 
Chechnya." 

A slate of emergency on tlte 
railways was announced Monday 
following attacks partly claimed 
by Raduyev a maverick once 
ghen up for dead until lie sud- 
denly resurfaced earlier this 
month 

Raduyev. facially wounded 
from injuries in March but other- 
wise fighting fit. has wanted he 
would “conduct a large-scale war 
against the railways." Stations 
were “military targets ” 

He was quoted as say tag Mon- 
day that representatives of the 
Chechen rebel leader ZdimkJian 
Yandnrbiyev. had v isited him 
Sunday to ask him to stop his ter- 
rorist acts. But lie had refused. 

Raduyev was also reported by 
the agency as saying lie would do 
everything he could to torpedo 
peace accords between the 
Chechen separatist leadership and 
jh c Russian government 

He said he was against a 
planned meeting in the next few 


rla\ s betw ecu the Chechen separa- 
tist chief of stafl Aslan Mnsk- 
iiadox and lhe Russian 
commander in the northern Cau- 
casus. General Anatoly Kvashin 
Tlte meeting is aimed at re- 
launching the peace process 
stalled after a renewed Russian 
offensive tins month 

In another incident, at least 1? 
civilians died overnight as Rus- 
sian planes bombarded villages in 
the region of Shatoi and Itnm- 
Klialc. in southern Cliechnya. a 
’ Cheelk’ii separatist spokesman 
said > esterduy . 

Movladi Cdugov told tlte Mos- 
cow Echo Radio station that 
"Russian air force violently bom- 
barded villages in the regions of 
Shatoi and Itum-khale over- 
night." 

Quoting preliminary reports. 
Udugov said 15 chcchcn civilians 
were killed in the attack. None of 
tlte separatists were killed, ire 
said. 

For the past two weeks. Shatoi 
lias been a prime target of Russian 
air and artillery attacks, as Rus- 
sian forces try to flush out separa- 
tists from the territory they still 
control in tlte breakaway republic. 

Russian military piruics also 
bombarded regions suspected of 
sheltering separatists, namely in 
southwestern Cliechnya. where 
intense fighting lias raged lor sev- 
eral days, as Chechen rebels seek 
to regain control of the mined vil- 
lage of Bamul. 

Yesterday Moscow rejected 
;iccusations by the Chcclicti sepa- 
ratists that the Russian secret 
services was responsible for a 
failed attack against Chechen re- 
bel chief of staff Asian Mnsk- 
hadov. Itar-Tass news agency- 
said. 

The day before uiudcntified at- . 
lackers riddled Maskhadov's car 
with bullets, but failed to ltarm 
him. 

Moscow said tlie attack was 
led by Chechen separatist Leader 




PARIS, FRANCE: French Interior Minister Jean-Louis Debre (2D R) descends the ministry steps 
July 29 with his homologues (L-R), Giannicola Sinisi of Italy, Kurt Schelter of Germany, Jane 
Stewart of Canada and FSB (ex-KGB) General Colonel NicolaT Kovalev of Russia, during a 
meeting on the eve of the G7 Anti-terrorism Conference set Tuesday. 


KINKEL 

Salman Raduyev. in an attempt to 
block a resumption of peace nego- 
tiations 

Meanwhile. German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel tus asked 
his Russian counterpart Yevgeny 
Primakov to grant Chechnya 
some autonomy within lire Rus- 
sian rede ration, his ministry said 

Kinkel met with Russian For- 
eign Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
late Monday in Paris, on the side- 
lines of a one-day conference on 
terrorism by live Group of Seven 
tG7) countries phis Russia. 

The German minister called 
for "a large autonomy (for Chech- 
nya) w ithtn flic framework of the 
Russian consrituttan", Russia 
and the pro-Russian govcmmeii' 
of Choclmta prepared to sign a 
psict next month aimed at shoring 
up Russia's hold ott the break- 
away republic. 

A statement by the German 
Foreign Ministry released at the 
dose of their meeting Monday 
said Primakov had accepted an in- 
vitation by the German minister to 
visit Bonn in September 

Two 

Palestinians 
Arrested in 
Plane Hijacking 

SAARBRUECKEN. GERMANY 
(AFP) - Two Palest minus sus- 
pected of involvement in Iasi 
week's hijacking of a Havana- 
bound Iberia Airliner have. been 
arrested in Germany, the prosecu- 
tor's office said hero yesterday. 

Tlte two men. aged 24 and 26, 
were arrested in this Western Ger- 
man city aboard a tram arriving 
from Paris and headed for Frank- 
furt. the officials said 

TJic two. « hose identities have 
not bcCn rcle:iscd. arc suspected 
of liaviug helped to prepare the 
operation. 

The actual hijacker, a 27-ycar- 
old Lebanese, lets been in custody 
-in Miami since the plane landed 
there and lie gave himself up. 

Japanese Man 
Sentenced After 
Two Infants Die 
in Food Poisoning 

TOKYO (AFH) - A Japanese kin- 
dergarten administrator was 
handed a suspended two-year sen- 
tence yesterday after being found 
guilty of professional negligence 
resulting in the deaths of two in- 
fants from food poisoning. 

The ruling by the Urawa district 
court north of Tokyo involved the 
same strain of a bacterial infection 
which has struck almost 6.500 I 
people near Osaka this month, in 
Japan's worst case of food poison- 
ing in half a century. 
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FBI Believes Explosive 
Device Brought down 
TWA Flight 
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EAST MORICHES, NEW 
YORK (AFP) - The FBI is con- 
vinced dial TWA Flight 800 was 
brought down by an explosive de- 
vice even though investigators 
lack direct evidence, sources close 
to the investigation said Monday. 

The sources said investigators 
were seeking to piece together de- 
bris recovered from the Atlantic 
Ocean that could back up the the- 
ory that a bomb in a forward cargo 
hold caused the Boeing 747 to 
fracture and fall out of the sky July 
1 7 killing all 230 people on board. 

FBI agent Joseph Cantamessa 
acknowledged that preliminary 
tests on some debris indicated the 
presence of chemical traces asso- 
ciated with an explosive but added 
that subsequent tests were incon- 
clusive. 

"There were field preliminary 
tests that were reading a possible 
chemical presence (but) none of 
the serious analyzes that have been 
performed so far have confirmed 
the presence of some particular 
item that everybody seems to be 
looking for," he said. 

Cantamessa confirmed that 
whatever brought down the plane 
had an impact on the forward por- 
tion of the aircraft, which left New 
York for Paris before crashing off 
the coast of Long Island. 

Investigators meanwhile 
sought to reassure families of vic- 
tims that the recovery of bodies 
remained the top priority of recov- 
ery crews. 


"The priority that we give to 
the recovery of the victims is 
probably marginally delaying our 
finding out what happened to 
cause this catastrophe," said 
Robert Francis, vice chairman of 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board. "This is not a par- 
ticularly high price to pay." . 

His remarks came in the wake 
of comments from fa mil y mem- 
bers concerned that the investiga- 
tion was delaying effort to recover 
bodies nearly two weeks after the 
crash. 

As of Monday, authorities said 
161 bodies had been recovered 
from the waters.. Navy officials 
said divers had located some addi- 
tional bodies with underwater de- 
bris. 

Francis said investigators were 
examining similarities of the 
TWA crash to the 1988 Pan Am 
Lockerbie crash as well as the 
1989 downing of a French UTA 
Airliner over Niger in 1989. 

French authorities were pro- 
viding U-S. investigators with 
data from the UTA disaster. 

The (J.S. navy was reinforcing 
its operations to bring up more 
pieces of the Boeing 747. A spe- 
cially equipped U.S. navy ship. 
The Grapple, was due to join a 
sister ship. The Grasp, in the re- 
trieval effort. 

Investigators were examining a 
cargo container that could provide 
crucial clues to die probe. 



SHINNECOCK, N.Y., UNITED STATES: A piece of TWA Flight 
800, the Boeing 747 jetliner that crashed into the ocean off the 
coast of Long Island July 17, is removed from a navy barge 
and loaded onto a truck at the Coast Guard Station at Shinne- 
cock, New York, July 29. Debris continues to be brought in 
from salvage efforts on the ocean floor. The wreckage is taken 
to a nearby airport hangar for further investigation. 

(AFP Photo) 
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Israel Alarmed by 
Publication of Air 
Force Secrets 

JERUSALEM (.AFP) - Israel's 
military lenders reacted with 
aiann to the publication yesterday 
of air force secrets in Uic mass- 
circulation Yediot Aliaronol. 

The report, which reproduces 
lads and figures published by the 
specialized Jane's Defense Re- 
view in London, gives informa- 
tion normally covered by strict 
military censorship. 

It said the Israeli air force lias 
i»9*> aircraft and gave the names 
and tlic whereabouts of tlie bases, 
the number of squadrons operat- 
ing there and the names of tlircc 
bases with Jericho Medium and 
long-rnngc missiles, which ex- 
perts say can be equipped with 
nuclear warheads. 

The journalist responsible- for 
report. Alex Fishman, said 
Jane's published the information 
last May but nobody paid atten- 
tion at the lime 


BUYOYA OFF TO UGANDA 


U.N. Security Council Withholds 
Report on 1993 Burundi Slaying 


NEW YORK {AFPj - The U.N. 
Security Council has withheld the 
release of a repon on the 1993 
assassination of Burundi President 
Melchoir Ndadayc, the New York 
Times reported yesterday. 

The paper said the council had 
apparently held back publication 
of the repon because of Thurs- 
day’s army-backed coup ir. Bu- 
rundi in which Major Pierre 
Buvoyn, an ethnic Tutsi, replaced 
Burundi President Sylvestre 
Niibamugnnva. a Hutu. 

High ranking members of Bu- 
rundi's Tutsi- led army have been 
accused of involvement in the as- 
sassination of Ndadave. a Hutu, 
the paper said. 

"This report has arrived on our 
doorstep at precisely the most sen- 
sitive lime in terms of Burundi's 
internal political situation." a 


Western diplomat told the Times. 

Only the 15 members of the 
Security Council, which stopped 
short Monday of issuing an out- 
right condemnation of the coup, 
have access to the repon, the 
newspaper said. 

In a statement Monday, the 
council stressed that "the present 
situation in Burundi requires ut- 
most restraint and calls upon all 
concerned to refrain from any ac- 
tion which could provoke further 
escalations of the ensis." 

According to the latest report, 
Burundi's new strongman Pierre 


Buyoya left here yesterday for 
Uganda on his first foreign trip 
since he took power in last week’s 
. army-backed coup. 

Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni has strongly con- 
demned the coup by Tuisi-domi- 
nated army. 

Today, leaders of the Great 
Lakes region are to hold a new 
summit in Arusha, Tanzania, to 
discuss Burundi's ethnic conflict. 
They had already met there last 
June and tentatively agreed to send 
military assistance to Bujumbura. 


Sri Lankan Troops Kill 54 Rebels, 
Tamil Parties for Peace Talks 
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COLOMBO (AFP) - Sri Lankan 
troops hate killed 54 Tamil guep 
rillas alter oxerrunning a northern 
iow n held b\ the rebels since 1 990. 
and are poised to advance further 
into Tiger territory, the military 
said yesterday . 

The Defense Ministry said ra- 
Jio transmissions of the L iberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE /had 
admitted to 54 deaths within its 
ranks since the military launched a 
major offensive towards the town 


of Paranthan on Friday. 

"So far 54 names of cadres 
killed have been released over the 
LTTE transmissions." □ military 
statement said, adding that the re- 
bels had mostly fled Paranthan. 

It said the army was firing 
h«n> artillery and the air force 
was bombing the rebels who are 
reportedly building up their 
strength in nearby Kilinochchi. 
324 kilometers «2<i2 miles) north 
of Colombo. 


10 Killed in Shootout Between 
Rival Groups in Lahore 


MARMARIS, TURKEY: Smoke rises from the mountains here, 
July 29 as forest fires started yesterday at the four southwest- 
ern Turkish areas Marmaris, Mugla, Aydin and Fethiye. Some 
thousand soldiers and volunteers fight the fires, which expand 
rapidly because of strong winds and start to threaten popu- 
lated areas. Some villages have been evacuated, authorities 

said. iafp Photo/ 
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LAHORE. PAKISTAN t.AFPi - 
Ten people, including a boy aged 
eight, were killed in crossfire and 
25 were injured when rival gangs 
suged a firelight here, police said 
\ esterd.M . 

The sh-nmuit occurred in a car 
parts market around midnight 
Monday as food was being dtsirib- 
uieil h»r iltc poor 1. 1 mark tiu birth - 
i!a\ ol die prophet Mohammad. 

police s.ut! the ».:im tallies were 


caught up m a tierce exchange of 
lire that started when m\ armed 
men attacked the home of a rixal. 

The injured were hospitalized 
with bullet wounds, police said. 

\o arrests were immediately 
reported and a police official said 
a hum was undent ay . 

Pakistanis celebrate the birth- 
day of ihe Prophet Mohammad 
v. nil devotional meetings and pro- 
ecs*- lolls. 


Jakarta Orders Troops to 
Shoot Rioters on the Spot 


JAKAR FA (AFP) - Jakarta’s mili- 
tary commander yesterday ordered 
lroop.s io shoot troublemakers "on 
the spot" to curb any further unresL 
after the city remained in shock 
from last weekend's riots and local 
stocks look another ballerina. 

"The shoot on the spot order is 
to be immediately given should 
they uhe troublemakers) start ef- 
forts to disturb security." Military 
Commander Major General Suti- 
yoso was quoted as saying. 

He warned that the authorities' 
tolerance had "limirs." 

Suiiyoso. speaking to reporters 
after an official function here with 
President Suharto, said all mem- 


bers of the security forces "are car- 
rying weapons" to iackle any 
further unrest. 

Troops Saturday charged thou 
sands of demonstrators who re 
fused to leave the area of th. 
headquarters of the opposition In 
donesian Democracy Party (PDI 
after a government-backed factioi 
and police seized control of th 
building. 

Within hours, angry demon 
slnuors turned to looting and bum 
ing. and neither the police nor th« 
army intervened. 

An activist told AFP by phom 
that Siuiyoso's threat was a "mill- 
ion. scare tactic." 


Bomb in Algerian Cafe 


ALGIERS (AFP/ - A home-made 
bomb went off in n busy cafe in 
west Algiers yesterday, close to 
the national security headquarters, 
killing one person and leaving 
four others injured, security offi- 
cials said. 

The dead matt was identified as 
the calc's owner. 

"I saw blood splattered on the 
columns in ihe arcade where the 
cafe is situated and a lot of ambu- 
lances' rushed towards the scene.” 
a witness told AFP. 

“Security services immediately 
cordoned off the area and moved 
passers-by away." he added. 

The blast was "quite power- 
ful." another witness said, adding 
that there must be "many vic- 
tims." 

The bomb exploded in a cafe in 
the Bab el Oued district, only a 
few hundred meters from ihe na- 


tional security headquarters. 

On Monday, a bomb concealed 
in a radio, exploded in a lea house 
in El Biar in the hills of Algiers, 
killing one person and injuring IG 
others, security services said. 

However, the daily newspaper 
E! Watan reported yesterday that 
the actual toll was six dead and 
about 20 injured, according to a 
police officer who had been at the 
scene. 

The newspaper also said that 
another blast on Monday in central 
Algiers, which officials said was 
caused by a gas explosion, could 
have hecn an attack on a nearby 
lax office. 

"The circumstances of the 
drama rather suggest a bomb at- 
tack." the daily said, adding that 
no gas leaks had heen found in the 
building. 
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MOSCOW, RUSSIA - A small bomb exploded yester- 
day in an apartment building in the west of Moscow, 
but no one was injured in the blast, Interfax news 
agency quoted Russian security services as saying. 

BLAMABAD, PAKISTAN - Public transport opera- 
tors nationwide went on strike in Pakistan yesterday, 
paralyzing transportation and stranding commuters 
throughout the country. 

VENTERSDOKP, SOUTH AFRICA - A homemade 
bomb exploded overnight inside a primary school in 
this town west of Johannesburg, causing 30,000 
rands ($6,700) worth of damage but no injuries, police 
told the SAPA news agency yesterday. 

DHAKA - An American girl serving a life-term for 
drug peddling was freed yesterday after Bangladesh 
President Abdur Rahman Biswas pardoned her for 
being a "victim of circumstances," sources said. 

BELFAST - The multi-party' talks on Northern Ire- 
land’s future adjourned Monday until September 9, 
with an accord on how the negotiations should pro- 
ceed, but no agreement on the thorny issue of decom- 
missioning paramilitary weapons. 

MOSCOW, RUSSIA - One person was killed and 
four were injured yesterday when a helicopter 
crashed near the southern Russian resort of Sochi. 
Itar-Tass news agency reported. 

OSLO, NORWAY - A Norwegian youth whom the 
police suspect set fire to an Iraqi refugee family’s home 
in southern Oslo yesterday morning in an apparent 
act of racism has been arrested, police said. 

(DISPATCHES) 


ZRAN'S ORIGINAL HOUSE OF 
A UTHENTIC JAPANESE CUISINE 





Japanese Restaurant 

No. 30 Shahid Kodami (Bijan St) 
Vanak Sq., Tehran 

Tel: S77 3735 & 877 6301 

LUNCH 12:00 - 15:00 DINNER 19:00 - 23:00 
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^ Women’s Sports Exhibition in Atlanta ^ 

IRAN NEWS SPORTS DESK 

TEHRAN - Simultaneous with the 100th anniversary of Olympic Games, 
an exhibition of women’s sports has been held in the Georgia State 
University in Atlanta. 

The Islamic countries Women’s Sports Solidarity Council has actively 
taken part in this exhibition by dispatching a representative to Atlanta to 
display photographs, slides, books and catalogs at the pavilion. 

2 The exhibition organizer said, "It is a source of honor for us that the Islamic 

^ Countries Women’s Sports Solidarity Council has taken part in this exhibition .'^ 


‘ j «i » ■ , y —; -»— ■■ , rf .T-a-t 

I 



VOL. CL No. 513 TEHRAN Price 200 Rials 
Wednesday July 31, 1996, Mordad 10, 1375, Rabi-ul Awal 14, 1417 


Instant Fame and Fortune 


-IONG KONG (AFP) - Hong 
Kong's first-ever Olympic gold 
'.uednllist. windsurfer Lee lai- 
Saii. c;in expect a hero’s welcome 
and instant millionaire status 
when she returns here after the 
Atlanta Games. 

Lee. 25. lias become the talk of 
■lie territory in general and the 
tiny outlying island of Cheung 
Chau in particular, with newspa- 
per editorials, government leaders 
.mid radio callers joining in the 
celebrations of Hong Kong's only 
Olympic medal since it first com- 
peted in the 1952 Helsinki 
Games. 

Lee's victory was hailed as up- 
lifting the community, bringing 
political foes together and scotch- 
ing Lite territory's image as being 
focussed on nothing but money. 

Hers was Hong Kong's first 
and last medal under British rale. 
Next year Hong Kong returns to 
Chinese sovereignty and wifi 
compete at Sydney in 2000 as 
Hong Kong China. 

Lee received her historic 
medal on Tuesday. Hong Kong 
time, following her victory Sun- 
day in the Mistral class event. 

Besides a string of celebration 
parties planned. Lee. better 
known here by her family nick- 
name San San. can expect lucra- 
tive rewards including at least 1.8 
million Hong dollars $232,000 in 
cash, reports said Tuesday. 

She can travel free for life on 
Hong Kong's subway system and 
the ferry that plies the route be- 
tween Hong Kong Island and her 
family home on Cheung Chau. 

Hong Kong-based Cathay Pa- 


cific airlines lias offered her five 
years of free travel to any destina- 
tion 

Lee's victory was the talking 
point in ail Tuesday's local news- 
papers. with leading tycoons, in- 
cluding Henry Fok. 

congratulating the windsurfer in 
full-page advertisements. 

Fok had pledged he would give 
anyone who bagged an Olympic 
gold for Hong Kong one kilogram 
of gold and 310,000 Hong Kong 
dollars in cash. 

But lee's victory had some 
newspapers charging the colonial 
government with doing little for 
Ok territory's athletes. 

Ming Pao in an editorial 
praised Lee's success as a "testi- 
mony of the territory’s spirit of 
self-reliances in charring its fate," 
but added "bow can another mir- 
acle happen if the Hong Koqg 
government doesn't make any 
long-term commitment to devel- 
oping sporting activities." 

The English-language South 
China Morning Post said, "her 
victory should pul paid to the per- 
vasive myth that Hong Kong peo- 
ple are only interested in making 
money, to the exclusion of every 
thing else." 

But perhaps most important of 
all, her success has brought to- 
gether political foes (who can 
rarely agree on anything else) in 
offering their congratulations. 
That may prove to be San San’s 
greatest triumph of all". 

Holidaying Hong Kong gover- 
nor Chris Patten said, from the 
South of Fiance, that Lee’s vic- 
tory was a great personal achieve- 


ment and "a tremendous 
achievement for Hong Kong". 

Lee s widowed mother cried as 
she watched on television as her 
daughter, one of ten children, re- 
ceived her gold medal to the 
strains of "God save the queen". 

Mother and daughter both 
cried during a phone conversation 
with San San thanking her for her 
upbringing. 

"I’m very happy. I thank all the 
people of Hong Kong for support- 
ing my daughter." Lee's mother 
said. 

Lee. who learned to wind-surf 
when sbe was 12 at her uncle's 
windsurfing center on Cheung 
Chau, can also look forward to lu- 
crative advertising contracts and 
endorsements. 

According to Hong Kong 
sports development board. San 
San -already received equipment 
and clothes from a number of top 
companies including Nike. Ralph 
Lauren and Procter and Gamble. 

A post office spokeswoman 
said there were suggestions that a 
commemorative stamp marking 
lee’s victory should be issued. 

A Hong Kong government of- 
ficial said an award in the 
Queen's new year honors list, the 
last for Hong Kong, was veiy 
much on the cards. Lee has al- 
ready been honored once. 

At Lee's home village on the 
Sleepy Island, neighbors and resi- 
dents were planning, celebrations 
for her : success, with colorful 
posters congratulating her going 
up everywhere. 

"It is an honor to the people of 
Cheung Chau." Fung said. 


Englishman 
Scores a 
Breakthrough 

AUCKLAND tAFP) - English- 
man Richard Bums achieved a ca- 
reer breakthrough Tuesday when 
he won the Rally of New Zealand 
here. 

The rally, a round of the Asia- 
Paciflc championship, represents 
the biggest win in the 25-year- 
old’s career. 

He had won the British cham- 
pionship when only 22 and was 
picked to follow fellow Briton 
Colin McRae to success at world 
level, but it took him three years 
of struggle to win a top-class 
event. 

“This has come at a very good 
time for us." said Bums, the num- 
ber two driver for the Mitsubishi 
works ream. 

"We had a dismal start to the 
year but things have got better and 
better, and hopefully this is the 
stan of still better things to come. " 

The responsibility of carrying 
Mitsubishi’s sole hope for victory 
fell on bums' shoulders after team 
number one Tommi Makinen 
crashed on Sunday. 

This had not changed his ap- 
proach, he said. 

"I just drove as well as I could, 
not worrying about the others 
around me " 

Bums staned Tuesday's final 
leg with a 47-second lead and in- 
creased that with victory on the 
opening stage, but later eased off 
to win by 33 seconds from reign- 
ing Asia-Pacific champion Ken- 
neth Eriksson. 

The swede acknowledged the 
winner's speed. "I’m not happy 
to be second. 1 was trying very 
hard all the way but I couldn’t 
catch up," he said. 





0 t L*”. Ro V al RaSh " aSthe h0rse stumbled wriile competing in the 
jumping July 29 at the Georgia International Horse Park in Atlanta. Neither rider or horse were injured. 

(AFP Photo) 




ATLANTA: Jorge Elguetta (R) from Argentina jumps for a 
return as Marcin Nowak (C) from Poland tries to block in their 
preliminary match at the Olympic volleyball event at the Omni 
Coliseum in Atlanta, Georgia, July 29. In background is 
Alejandro Romano from Argentina won 3-1. 
(AFP Photo) 
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Fittipaldi in 
Surgery 

MIAMI (AFP) - Brazil s Emmerson Fittipaldi, former Formula One 
champion, was to undergo back surgery following an accident in the 
Indy car race at Michigan International Speedway at the weekend. 

The 49-year old suffered a fracture of his seventh vertebra and partial 
collapse of one lung as a result of the crash. 

He w3S listed in serious but stable condition at saint joseph hospital 
in Ann Aibor Michigan. 

Berger Grounded 

Austrian customs officials impounded the private jet of Formula-One 
driver Gerhard Berger just hours after he competed in Sunday's German 
Grand Prix. 

Austrian authorities, who seized the plane in Innsbruck, say beiger is 
under investigation over alleged non-paymgd of tax for the aircraft. 

Berger denied any wrongdoing, saying the plane was registered in 
Monte Carlo and belonged to a company registered in Liechtenstein. 

Foreman is Back 

Former world heavyweight champion George Foreman is to fight 
fellow American Crawford Grimsley at the National Yqyogi Arena in 
Tokyo on September 16. 

The fight will be his first ring appearance in the dty since 1973. when 
he knocked out Joe Roman in the first defense of the tide he won from 
Joe Frazier the year before. 

Foreman, twice a heavyweight champion, is currently not ranked by 
any of the major boxing bodies. 

Davis Cup Finale for Famous Court 

Britain will stage their Euro/Africa Zone Group Two Davis Cup tie 
with Egypt in September on Wimbledon’s famous No. 1 Court, the last 
event to be played there before it is demolished, the Lawn Tennis 
As so cation said. 

A new* show court is nearing completion and will be used in next 
year's Wimbledon championships. 

Poborsky Signs Up 

Premiership champions Manchester United won their battle to land 
Czech midfield star Karel Poborsky, paying Slavia Prague $5.6 milli on 
for his signature. 

Poborsky. 24. who played a major role in the Czech Repub lie’s march 
lo the Euro 96 final a month ago, signed a four-year contract in Prague 
which takes him Old Trafford. At one stage, he was being linked with 
Liverpool. 

Pakistan Win First Test 

LONDON (AFP) - England crashed to a dramatic 164-run defeat in the fust test 
against Pakistan at Lord's, losing their last nine wickets for just 75 nms. 

Pakistan leg-spinner Mushtaq Ahmed did much of the damage, taking 
five wickets for 1 1 runs in only 57 balls in mid-afternoon, and ending up 
with overall figures of five for 57. 

Pace man Waqar Younis was the other destroyer, finishing with four 
for 85. 

Alec Stewart and Mike Atherton, with 89 and 64 respectively, had -f 
battled their way through the morning session after England had begun 
the final day on 74 for one. But Atherton’s dismissal 20 minutes after 
lunch sparked an amazing collapse. 


to Arrest 
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"Traitor" Beaten 
by Ex-Teammate 
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ATLANTA (AFP) - A former Chi- 
nese teammate ended Chire 
L Koyama’s eight-year-long drive 

J for Olympic table iennis glory un- 

1 derthe Japanese flag. 
yf j The woman the Chinese media 

branded "A Traitor" after she beat 
0 China’s two leading players at the 
Asian Games lost 18-21, 19-21, 
i 15-21 to world number-two Qiao 

! Hong. 

; China dumped Koyama, then 
, j known as he Zhili, when she was 

9 world champion just ahead of the 

1 988 Seoul Games. Chinese offi- 
cials said she was considered too 
old but Koyama said it was be- 
i cause she had refused to throw a 
match. 

Now a naturalized Japanese, 
Koyama. 31, failed to keep early 
^ .0 leads in each game in the women’s 

m singles quarter-final. 

[h "1 could only use half my reeft- 

jaf i niques and I got anxious when 1 
W" | began to make m {stakes on scoring 
v&_ chances." she said. 

^ • Asked about her future, she 

, * J said, "the match has just ended and 
I cannot tell right now." 

But her influential husband and 
coach. Hideyuki Koyama, hinted 
-5 !•:■« that her career was all but over. "1 
‘ ~‘S< have not yet thought about her fu- 
' “-t :*r ♦ ture but 1 want to make her live. in 
' : leisure from now on." 

Kovaina’s story- is that she re- 
_ " ' __ fused an order to throw a match to 
a younger ieammate in the 1987 
world championships because she 
thought she had a better chance of 
gold. The Shanghai physical tech- 
nique school graduate won the title 
but lost her place on the Olympic 
squad. 

, .. She left China the next year to 

marry a Japanese whom she met at 
an international, it was too late for 
.. _ her to make the 1992 Barcelona 
Games but she went on to win Ja- 
pan's national title for three 
straight years. 

She got revenge in 1994 when 
she brat Qiao and world champion 
Deng Yaping to lift the Asian 
. ^Games title in her adopted country. 

Asked about Qiao, Koyamaya 
.. . had no direct answer. "1 gave all l 

had. There is always a winner and 
a loser." 

No Arrest 

The Federal Bureau of investiga- 
tion is still getting hundreds of 
witness calls over the Olympic 
Park bomb but has still not made 
an arrest, a spokesman said Mon- 
day. 

^ FBI special agent David Tubbs 
told a news conference that inves- 
tigators still had no firm evidence 
to say whether there was one or 
several attackers. 

But the spokesman declared: "1 
am still as confident today as I was 
yesterday" that the case would be 
quickly solved. 
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Legends Side 
by Side 

ATLANTA (AFP) - Carl Lewis 
sealed his place in sporting legend 
here Monday with bis ninth Olym- 
pic gold medal and his fourth con- 
secutive long jump triumph. 

The 36-year-old equalled 
Paavo Nurmi's track and field re- 
cord of nine titles in the 1920s and 
like the Finish runner his fame 
will live as long as boys and girls 
dream of running faster, jumping 
farther. 

After the competition, he was 
embraced by former American 
discus star Al Oerter, the only 
other man to win four Olympic 
athletics titles in a row. 

This was never meant to hap- 
pen. Lewis. 36, performed so 
poorly this year he was dismissed 
as too old, too tired and too stale. 
He barely made the Olympic team 
this year, failing for the 200m and 
100m and scraping in as the last 
qualifier for the long jump. 

Once here, his efforts in Sun- ' 
day’s qualifiers were poor. He 
only made it through to the final 
on his last, desperate jump of S.29 
meters. 

In the final his speed, stride 
length and coordination failed him 
on the first two jumps. At the top 
of the third run, the solitary figure 
in a crowd of 85.000 mumbled to 
himself, twitched and shrugged, 
then took off to jump 8.50m. 

World champion Ivan Pedroso 
and Mike Powell, the 1991 and 
1993 world number one, could 
only look on in despair. 

The silver went to James Beck- 
ford of Jamaica (8.29), who 
clinched his silver with his last 
jump while Joe. Greene of the 
United States took the bronze 
(8.24), just as he had done in 
Barcelona. 

Michael Johnson won the 400 
meter but his achievement was 
overshadowed by the Lewis 
magic. Johnson diminished it fur- 
ther by unleashing a fit of pique in 
the continuing saga of bad blood 
between the two athletes. 

Each has been mean about the 
success of the other and Johnson 
could not resist a dig. 

"If Carl Lewis is still wanting 
to be the premier athlete of track 
and field, I think he should step 
down from that," he said "there 
is room for all of us and there is 
no point hi trying to jockey one or 
two positions." replied Lewis. Jf 
Johnson wants the spotlight all to 
himself, he can have ii Thursday, 
if he wins the 200m, achieving a 
double no man has done before. 

In the women’s 400m, Marie- 
Josc Perec retained her title, the 
first women to do so, in 48.25sec. 

It was the third fastest time ever 
and the fastest for a decade. 


Fifth Fastest 

Australia’s impressive Cathy 
Freeman, who became the fifth 
fastest woman over one lap in 
history, chased Perec all the way 
and was responsible for the fast 
pace. 

Haile Gebreselassie of Ethiopia 
■won the men’s 10,000m while 
rank outsider Svedana Masterk- 
ova of Russia was a surprise win- 
ner of the 800m. 

Allen Johnson of the United 
States won the 110m hurdles to 
add Olympic gold to his world 
title. 

In tennis rop seeded Monica 
Seles was eliminated by Jana No- 
votna of the Czech Republic 5-7, 
6-3, 6-S in the quarter finals. 

In the semis Novotna meets 
Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez Vi- 
cario, while the other semi-final is 
all-American affair between Lind- 
say Davenport and Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez. 

Ukraine’s Timur Taimazov set 
a world record in winning the 
108-kilogram weightlifting gold, 
beating Sergey Syrtsov of Russia 
and Romania's Nicu Vlad. 

Taimazov, 25, lifted a 430kg 
total of 195kg in the snatch and 
235kg in the dean and jerk, a new 
world record. 



O’Sullivan Vows 
to Battle Back 

Only hours after her 5.000ra me- 
ter disaster Irish world champion 
Sonia O’Sullivan vowed to make 
amends in Wednesday's 1,500 
meters. 

O’Sullivan, rated the world’s 
finest all-round runner, failed to 
finish in the event she carried off 
in last year's world champion- 
ships in Gothenburg. 

The 26-year-old from Cobh, in 
the Republic of Ireland, had been 
expected to dominate the middle- 
distance event and emulate the 
golden achievements of compa- 
triot Michelle Smith. 

But those hopes faded away on 
Sunday night as a clearly dis- 
tressed O’Sullivan was forced to 
drop out of the 5 ,000m - her world 
championship distance, through 
sickness. 

O'Sullivan was led away in 
tears after the race but on Monday 
she spoke of her hopes of recov- 
ering in time to make amends for 
her disappointment. 

"Before the heats 1 started to 
get a feeling in my stomach and I 
thought it was nerves," said 
O'Sullivan. 

"But since then I was really 
struggling with diarrhea and I 
wasn’t 100 percent. 

"I didn’t tell anybody because 
I'm not the sort of person who 
wants to make excuses and I keep 
these son of things inside me, 
hoping that nobody would find 
out. 

"As soon as (he race started I 
realized I didn’t feel like myself. 

I kept trying to tell myself that it 
was no big deal, that it would be 
okay, but before I knew it, it was 
gone." 


First-Ever 
Boxing Gold 

ATLANTA (AFP) - Thailand, 
crusading for their first Olympic 
boxing gold medal, have three 
fighters vying for the medal round 
in Tuesday’s quarter- finals. 

Somror Kamsing, a 24-year- 
old soldier in the Thai army, has 
a lough assi gnm ent against world 
champion and Olympic silver 
medallist Daniel Petrov Bojilov of 
Bulgaria in the light flyweights. 

It gets no easier for lightweight 
Veongviact Phongsit, who not 
only has to contend with Terrance 
Cauthen, but a jingoistic Ameri- 
can crowd in the Alexander Me- 
morial Coliseum. 

Phongsit worked his way to the 
quarters with convincing points 
wins over South African Irvin 
Buhlalu and Jaroslav Konecny of 
the Czech Republic. 

Vichairachanon Khadpo has 
Moroccan Hicham Nafil barring 
his way to the bantamweight 
medal round. 

Thailand, enjoying a fine run at 
the Olympics, have a fourth team 
member, featherweight Somluck 
kamsing, brother of Somrot, 
fighting in the quarter-finals 
Wednesday. 

Somluck. an impressive points 
winner over South African Phillip 
Ndou in the second round, has a 
testing encounter with Russian 
Ramaz PaJiani. 

Thailand are the most success- 
ful Asian nation at the Olympic 
tournament winning eight of their 
10 bouts and backed by enthusias- 
tic support, headed by the king of 
Thailand Bhumipol Adulyadej 
back in Bangkok. 

Olympic Medals 

ATLANTA (AFP) - Medals 
standings on Monday. 

gold silver bronze toial 


U.S.A 

24 

28 

n 

63 

Russia 

18 

13 

10 

41 

France 

13 
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12 

31 

China 

10 

12 

8 

30 

Germany 

10 

U 

IV 

40 

Italy 

10 

6 

9 

25 

Australia 

7 

8 

16 

31 

Poland 
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5 

3 

14 

Ukraine 

5 

2 

5 

12 

Romania 

4 

5 

r. 

15 

Hungary 

4 

3 

5 

12 

Greece 

4 

3 

() 

7 

Cuba 

3 

5 

7 

15 

S. Korea 

3 

5 

3 

11 

Japan 

3 

4 

3 

10 

N. Zealand 

3 

2 

1 

6 

Ireland 

3 

0 

1 

4 

Turkey 

3 

n 

1 

4 

Switzerland 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Canada 

2 

r. 

6 

14 

Brazil 

2 

*> 

4 

8 

Belgium 

2 

2 

2 

6 

S. Africa 
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3 
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2 
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Belarus 
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7 

12 

Netherlands 

] 
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8 

12 

U.K. 

! 

3 

5 

9 

Kazakhstan 
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5 

Czech Rep. 

1 
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4 
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Ebrahim Mehraban, 
Wrestling Free style, 130 
Kg_ Height: 188 cm, Age: 24 





Abbas Jadidy, Wrestling, 
Free Style, 100 Kg_ 
Height: 185 cm. Age: 26 




Wasouf Khadem, Wrestling, 
Free Style, 90 Kg^ Height: 
185 cm, Age: 24 





Gbolam Reza 
Mohammadi, Wrestling, 
Free Style, 52 Kg., Height: 
164 cm. Age: 25 


Freestyle 

Wrestlers 

Gold Medal 
Hopefuls 
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18J2 - Venezuelan Republic falls to Spanish force, 
and Francisco de Miranda is arrested. 

1919- Germany adopts Weimar constitution. 

1926 - Afghanistan signs nonaggression pact with 
Soviet Union. 

1 956 - Britain and West Germany sign I O-year agree- 
ment on nuclear cooperation. 

1962 - Britain agrees to establish wider Malaysian 
Federation. 

1964 - U.S. Ranger 7 spacecraft transmits to Earth First 
coseup pictures of the Moon. 

1971 - U.S. Apollo 15 astronauts take six and one-half 
hour ride on Moon in electric car. 

1974 - Cease-Fire agreement takes effect between 
Turkey arid Greece in fighting on Cyprus. 

1978 - Gunman shoots his way info Iraqi embassy in 
Paris and holds hostages for several hours before sur- 
rendering to French police. 

1986 - Britain's Cabinet .unanimously supports Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher's resistance to stiff sanc- 
tions against South Africa. 

1988 - Pier jammed witn thousands of festival travel- 
ers collapses at Ferry terminal in northwest Malaysia, 
killing at least 30 people and injuring about 370. 

1 989 - Thousands of residents flee Bekut. Lebanon . as 
fierce shelling continues. 

1 990 - U.S. government panel approves use of gene 
therapy for first time in treatment of human disease. 

1991 - Presidents Bush and Gorbachev sign a long- 
range nuclear weapons reduction pact at Moscow 
summit. 

1992 - A Thai Airways jetliner carrying 1 13 people 
crashes into a Himalayan mountain minutes after the 
pilot reports a technical problem. 


Open Up to Doctor with 
Questions About Sex 


HEALTH CAPSULES® 

by Michael A- Peffl. M-D. 

U /HAT*? irJ pu*T T*JAr 

AH ALLBBiSlC 

flBAcTioN 2 


DENNIS THE MENACE 
by Hank Ket chain 
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By Dr. Allan Bruckheim 

QUESTION: I just can’t talk to 
my doctor about my intimate per- 
sonal problems that deal with sex. 
I kept thinking you might be the 
person to help, but 1 seldom see 
fifty tiling about sex in your col- 
umn citltcr. 

I think you are just like most 
doctors, afraid or too embarrassed 
to deal with situations that require 
you to reveal a bit of yourself as 
well. What’s a girl to do? I need 
help und ! know it but where do I 
get the attention and advice I need? 

ANSWER: In defense of my- 
self, I have no difficulty either 
talking to patients about their inti- 
mate problems, nor writing about 
it in this column. Frankly, most of 
the letters are either too individu- 
alized, or too intimate to be in- 
cluded in a newspaper column. 

When there are subjects of general 
interest, I try to include them, for 
it is clear to me that there is a great 
deal of interest about the subject, 
and not a great deal of clear think- 
ing or easy-to-understand expla- 
nations. 

Now in defense of my profes- 
sion, I believe that most family 
physicians are skilled in discuss- 
ing sexual matters, either because 
they have had special training in 
their residency programs, or be- 
cause their professional experi- 
ence and study has provided a 
good deal of valuable insight. 

I realize that many patients 
have difficulty in opening up on 
this matter to their doctor, but if 
they would only lake the first step 
they would be well served. If their 
physician has the skills necessary, 
the problem may be easily solved. 
If not. then the physician will refer 
the patient to another doctor or 


HEV.' 6 CME&OD 4 CAM X RAVE COTA? 
LET ME 1 M ! PLEA 6 E.? I CAN? TUAMK£>! 


agency that may possess the spe- 
cialized knowledge to deal with 
the situation. 

Sometimes patients have diffi- 
culty in finding the right words, 

thinking that they need to be able 
to explain their condition in high- 
falutin medical jargon. Nothing is 
further from the truth. 

A sincere story, honestly told, 
is all you need convey to your 
doctor. There can be no shame 
where there is no guilt, and judg- 
ing guilt certainly is not within the 
scope of my profession. Since I 
sense an urgency in your letter, I 
hope you will now seek the help 
you need. 

/ THOUGHT YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO 
KNOW 

According to the American 
Heart Association, each year 
stroke will strike 500,000 Ameri- 
cans, and of those, the disease will 
kill about 150,000. Unknowingly, 
thousands of others may be expe- 
riencing mini -strokes and not 
seeking help because they don’t 
realize what’s happening to them 
is life-threatening. 

The warning signs of stroke 
include sudden weakness, numb- 
ness of the face, arm or leg (espe- 
cially on one side of the body), 
difficulty speaking or under- 
standing speech, sudden dimness 
or loss of vision, unexplained diz- 
ziness. unsteadiness or sudden 
falls. Often these symptoms are 
mistaken for other things, and the 
attitude "it ain't be happening to 
me" can delay you from getting 
the help you need. But knowing 
the warning signs and seeing a 
doctor promptly can prevent a ma- 
jor stroke and save your life. 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri AmoW end Mik* AnjWoo 


I’ve got nothing to do 
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C-AUGHT UP ON 
WEEK-ENP CHOKES 
MAPE HIM FEEL 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Print answer here : 



(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s ( Jumbles: PENCE DEMON PRIMED ISLAND 
y I Answer: What the patients considered the charity 

workers - FRIENDS IN DEED 

TRIFOLIUM UNIFLORUM L. 

Family: Leguminosae 


r M * 

■ 1 f s/r-t- n 

sK-.r • 


O ver 60 recognized species of the genus Trifolium are 
found in Greece. Leaves trifoliate with entire or. 
slightly notched leaflets and 2 stipules at their base. 
Flowers butterfly-shaped like most Leguminosae stipules. 
Petals 5, the uppermost of which, called ■'petassos,'* is 
much bigger than the remaining four. The species 
illustrated is a perennial which creeps along the ground: Its 
flowers are borne solitary on short stalks rising straight 
from the base. It is found in mountain meadows. Flowers, 
June-July. C.GR. - PEL. -Cy-CR. 
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...ANP BRINGS HOME A LOVELY PIVOT." 
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Animal Testing - 
Without the Animals 



C osmetics and soaps, even 
bleaches and solvents, are 
routinely tested on rabbits and 
other animals to uncover toxic side 
cfTects. Such tests, often mandated 
the Food & Drug Administra- 
tion. arc expensive and time-con- 
suming - and cruel to the animals. 
Thafswliv the European Commu- 
nity plans to phase in animal-test- 


tng bans, starting in 1998. 

American companies are also 
under pressure to avoid animal 
testing - and William M. Miller, a 
Northwestern University bio- 
chemical engineer, has an alterna- 
tive at hand. His test gauges 
toxicity by measuring changes in 
the electrical resistance of a sec- 
tion of tissue being exposed to a 
compound. Chemicals that harm 
living tissue produce gaps where 
cells are damaged, and these holes 
decrease the tissue's electrical re- 
sistance. With a computer watch- 
ing for such change, it’s possible to 
detect whether, and at what con- 
centrations, a substance is harmful. 
The setup costs $25,000 to build 

Using kidney cells. Miller has 
shown that resistivity correlates 
well with conventional tests. -If 
studies of other type of cells yield 
similar results, he'll seek FDA ap- 
proval before 2000. 

Courtesy of Business Week 


Body-Friendly 

Implants 


W hen the human body re- 
ceives stainless-steel hips 
or Teflon arteries, it reacts defen- 
sively to the foreign invaders - and 
often rejects them outright To pre- 
vent that scientists at the Univer- 
sity of Washington are setting out 
to find materials the body will wel- 
come. Thirty researchers from 
■ various discipline are joining forces at 
the university's new Engi- 
neered Biomaterials Center, sup- 
ported by a $12 4 million grant 
from the National Science Founda- 
tion (NSF) plus matching contributions 
from 3M. Baxter Healthcare. Dow 
Coming, and other companies. 

The project is expected to last 
a decade. One group will focus on 
the molecular-structure hall- 
matks that affect the friend-or-foe 


judgment by the body's defense 
system. This could be the key to 
implants that won't set off alarms. 
Another research team will ex- 
plore the proteins that trigger 
healing and look for ways to em- 
bed them in man-made materials. 
That way. instead of getting 
walled off behind scar tissue, (he 
implant would actively participate 
in the healing process. 

The NSF’s ultimate goal: 
building blocks for artificial or- 
gans that will be accepted readily, 
without massive doses of drugs to 
suppress bodily defenses. The 
University of Washington scien- 
tists hope to being animal trials of 
the first materials in about three 
years. 

Courtesy of Business Week 



Smoke Sc Dope 

Italian scientists discover a 
significant similarity 


What does smoking a cigarette 
have in common with snorting co- 
caine? Not a great deal, or so most 
people like io believe. In facr, for 
weeks Bob Dole has been playing 
into the conventional wisdom-arid 
the hands of his supporters in the 
tobacco industry -by saying on 
presidential campaign stops across 
the U.S. that though nicotine may 
be habit forming, that doesn’t nec- 
essarily make it addictive. Scien- 
tists. however, say otherwise. 
And last week, in an article pub- 
lished by the journal Nature, a 
team of Italian researchers pro- 
vided perhaps the mosi compel- 
ling reason yet to classify nicotine 
as an addictive drug. 

The research was done on rats 
that had been injected intrave- 
nously with a small dose of nico- 
tine. about as much as a smoker 
receives from a single drag on a 
cigarette. The team;., led by 
Gaetano di Chiara. a neuroscien- 
tist at the University of Cagliari. 


then monitored the biochemical 
changes that occurred in the nu- 
cleus accumbens, an area of the 
brain that appears to control the 
process of addiction. 

What the researchers found 
was striking. Levels of a powerful 
brain chemical called dopamine 
dramatically increased in the out- 
ermost shell of the nucleus accum- 
bens. a region that is richly 
endowed with connections 10 one 
of (he brain’s most important emo- 
tional centers, an ancient structure 
known as the amygdala. 

Why is this important? A vir- 
tually identical pattern of bio- 
chemical activity, Di Chiara’s 
group had earlier established, ac- 
companies injections of cocaine, 
amphetamines and morphine. The 
brain, in other words, appears to 
make no distinction between ad- 
dictive drugs and what smokers 
prefer to think of as just a bad 
habit . 

Courtesy of Business Week 
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The Housing 

AQency 

Offers You Free 

Home Renting Assistance. 

i k s ©J: Twsce 850 
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Accounting Service 
& Tax Consultancy 


■ Nissan Office Of 
Accountancy 

Teh 877 1943 &X79 92X6 Fax: X77 1X46 


Air Travel Agencies) 


■ Caravan Sahra 
Tour Organizer 

Tcfc7502229, 7500727.750 6076 
Fax.-®09R-2 1 -767 1 84TL\:2 1 6793 

■ EAST EXPRESS 

Trk560 7091-5, 871 7410 F»\«86 1828 

-ft Go lest an Ghods 

Tel: 809 9393-809 8888-809 7272 

■ Jam Scir Travel Co. 

Teh 6 43 4X85-6X32627 tax:924354 

■ Key han Safar (IATA) 

Tel : 65 28 44- 65 28 99 


■ Ptr^ccTtw&TVmdAg. 
Tel: 880 8535/6, 881 0526/9 
Fax: SSO 8534 


u&Rahnnmn (Transair) 
Travel Agency 
Tel: (0098)21-891191/4 
Fax: (0098)21-8892791 

■ Sati Air Travel Ag. 

Tel : 83 5041-5, SS22336 

■ Shargh travel Co. 

Tel : 89 40 37- 38,89 7029 

■ Sogol Tour «& Travel Ag. 

Td: 884 9082-85 Fax: 884 9086 

■ Teen Air Serv ices 

1*1: 884 707 1 -2.884 6478 


Automobile 
Information Bank 


■ Automobile 
Information Bank 

I chim 1-21 2-X 144.234344 


Banks & Facilities 


■ Bank Melli Iran 

CARD SERVICES DEPT. 
I el:649 71192 Fax: 313 3696 
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Computer Centers 


■ Aryan Payam Computer 
Tel: 884 4322 Fax: 884 4202 

■ Farassoo Computer Co. 

Tefc 6414192-6417628 Fax: 6405974 

■ Gener X Co. 

6 l>faq.Zarr3bhhaiefa kmr_ Suriati Sl 
T ck222 3836-22S 1038 Fas 2276617 


B ICC, sales & after sale sen’. 

software, hardware 

Tel: 869809-869810 Fax: 8601514 

■ Tim Computer Institute 
TcfcXXS 2241 


fl Virayeshgar£3ecmMicsCo.Ltd 
Td:649765J-64l7093Fax:6461332 


Decoration 


■ Arc hi CO., interior Design 
Classic & Modern Decoration 
Tel: 864477 Mr. Tavassoli 

■ Jidctiot disiguM a ndscaping 
NKGARESH Norin Co.228853* 


Educational 

Institutes 


■ Accounting, Physics, 
Maths^tc-XcraB grades and 
levels Tel: 256 1655 

■ ADLlost.oF Higher Education 
GCSE:"0”, ”A”, ,, AS f 'Levls 
Tel;(02 1)882 7593 (10am-7pm) 


■ Teaching English & Farsi 
in 4 months. Tcl:646 9394 


Flower Shops 


AvaJicn Super Gol Iran 
rldwide delivery service ... 

1 : 803 9302-803 3299 
x :803 1260 .(>_<) 

ttMollasudna A**. 

n„hfl<4 Street Parkway 


■ aiAHim 

even j piowbrs 

delivery services 

33 Maryam SUDd »f Africa Avc. 
Tel:2041999 Fax: 2057980 


■ Spring & Paliz 

Flower Shops 

Delivery Service Worldwide 
THs 205 IXX4 -X09 0328 


■ Zaecm Flowers 
Tel: 6404488 -Fax: 64644X4 


Garment Shops 


■ Galein Bridal Gowns . 

Night dresses Tel: 800 3743 



■ Iran Handicrafts Organization 

North Region 


Store Add: Td 

No. 

1 Talcghani 8826600 

2 Ncdjatolahi 891919 

3 Vali-c Asr sq. 897279 

4 Gharani 880 8186 

5 Farhangian 675581 

6 Vall-e Asr 205 4792 

■ Khaneh Iran Exhibition 
Supplier & Sale Center Of 
Handicrafts & Art Works 
Tel: (031) 613448 ISFAHAN 


Hotels 


■ Azadi Hotel (Abadan) 

Tel: (0631) 30060-9 Fax: 30068 

■ Azadi Hotel (Shubr Kord) 
Tel: (0381)36791 Fax: 36790 

■ Estegblal Grand Hotel ***** 
Tcl:2040011 -15 Fax:204 7041 

■ Fardis Hotel ( Ex- Swiss) _ 
l et SS2 0951 - SS3 S301 &4 

B Hamedan Buaii Hotel *** 
Tel: < 0X1)33070-1 FaxJ3072 

■ Hamedan Rushtlab Hold 
Tel: ( 0X1) 52001-4 Fax: 30035 

fli Kowsar Int’l Hotel (Isfahan) 
Tel: (031) 240230-9 Fax: 249975 
B Tehran Kowsar Hotel **** 
Tel: X9X1 21-5 & 898371 -5 
B Tehran Sara Hotel 

Tel:X82 5701-HX20934 I'i»m8X22602 


Housing Agencies 


B A.B.A. Housing Ag. 
let 2049292 - 2049099 
B Eskan Housing Ag. 
TctX7x7325, X7X7I72 (Mr. Renii) 
B Milad Housing Ag. 

X7792l6-X772373,Mr.K«rosb 
Bids. I lfl,t'oimT ut 201h SuGaiwflii 

B NO. 1 

222 6169 - 222 9159 

b P.H.A. 

Real Estate Tel: 2055610-13 


B The 850 

Tel: X74 7474 Fax: X74 I56X 

B T.N.CO. Housing Ag. 

Tel: 200 57U8 


Jewel/ watch 
Galleries 


■ Frevdoun Mozaffarian 
Jewel, silver, gold, turquisc. 
antique. Iranian handicrafts. 
Add: Vali-c- Asr Avc., Talcghani 
intersection Tel: 6413250 

fl Zenith sale agent 

Swiss made watches, 

baguette jewdlry/sale & services 

Tel: 227 5673-222 9279 Fax: 227 5060 


Language Institutes 


B Milad Language Inst. 

Tel: 888 9265 - 66 

B Language Inst. 

Tel:65 00 43-65 50 31 


Legal & Professional 
Consultancy 


B International 
Consultancy & Service 

IcfcX77 I943& 87992X6 Fax: 877 1X16 


Pizza 


Pizza Express 

IiiSvhmo M..N..Nbini/ Sl.jUhlwidn .SI. 
Tel: XU 394 2 X deliver? wice 

■ Pizzas by 222 

dining / (li-livm / nim' ««d 

Tel: 252 UUftl-252(HI65 


Power Systems 


B Zener Eng . Company 

UPS & Gen-Sets 

|«-| /Fax: 6499641- 676275 


Restaurants 


B Chinese Restaurant 

.1 A Mu Si. Vali-c- A m- A*e„Opp. Futemi 
Td :X907I4 - XX9UI63 

B Fardis Rest. lEx - Swiss) 
Tel: 8X28516 ' 

B Golden Dragon 

Chinese Red. & lm7 Pam* Room tt 69 
Cuisine of all countries served 
Td: 205 2501 - 204050X 

■ Italian Food/Fresh cut pasta 
7-Soor Restaurant 298 IVErzaie 
Shirazi Ave. 8725487-8, Open daily 
11:30 a.m. Catering + Delivery 

B Japanese Seryna Rest. 
Td : X773735 - X77630I 

B Kian’s Indian Cuisine 
Catering + Home Delivery 
Phone: H09 4029 evening* 

B Milano Rest. 

Td: 22094IX - 2213494 

I Narenjcstart Restaurant, 
Continental Cusine 
Open Daily 10 a.ra. -12 p.m. 
Chaye-Bagh Restaurant 

Open air Barr-b-q. Open daily 7-J2 p.m. 
Va mak Sports & Cultural Complex, 
Attar St off VaB-e Asr Ave. Tel: 877 4566 

B Tandoor Indian Rest 
Trfc 8X2 5 701, 8X2 5705, 8X2 0934 


Security Systems 


B Abtin Dana 

Electronical Research Center 

#ti. 3rd fir. JV7 IV. Mirdaioad Fxp'way 
Tel: 222 8773 - X7K X773 

B Fann Burglar Alarm 

Nina* ('»»-, Slh fl.. Bldg. 444, FnRlielah 
.Vvc.,Pich-c-Slu-miran, Irli 7 S 2.1X7 2 / 4 



B Salehi Supo-market (Ganntrtd 
347 Nia varan Ave. Tel: 270 797 


A 


Tobacco Shops 


B Tobacco Shop 

Sepehr S bo pp'mgCen ter, Phase 
Nu.4, ShahraJk-e- Ghods 


Translation Services 


B GovmuMidCertiSedTVaKlainrs 

Mr.G randan Tel:222 4064 

B Htian Translation Firm 
(Jordan St) Tel: 205 5152 

fl Khasha Translation Firm 
Td: 225 9383- 225 4513 §§§ 


Transport Companies 


B Aramex Int’l Courier 

Td: 640 3940 - 640 1463 

fl BarBaranlranlnt'i 
Trans. & Forwarding Co. Ltd. 

Tel: (021) 659 021- 8855 131/2 

Fax: (021) 656 7 69 

TL\: 222 217 - 213834 BBIC 1R 

B Bar va Boneh Tehran Co. 
InternationalTransport 
Tcl:646 6456 Fax: 646 8039 

B Caspian Int’l Transport 

Td: 8841745,838 167 Fax:8X4I5Ql 

.fl Fakhar Transport Co 
Heavy lift. General Cargo 
Tel: 884 7410-13 Fax:835428 

fl Tarigbbar 

IntT Transport Co .Ltd. 

Tel: 6418527 Fax:64 13886 
Ttxa26810TBAR-rR,Tehran.Iran 


Urgent Ambulance 


B Iran Emdad 

Td: 643 6662-4 
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Deposits at Bank Melii Hit 24 Trillion Rials 


«MiV NEWS 1st WAOA//C 0£SA' 
TEHRAN - The lota] deposits in 
the Bank Melli Iran (BMI) was 
beyond 24 trillion rials at the close 
of year 1374 (March 20, 1996) 
forming 3 1 .7% of the total depos- 
its of other banks in the country, 
a senior executive said here yes- 
terday. 

Addressing the press Assadol- 
Jah Amiraslani, governor of BMI 
added the total deposits in the bank 
in 1373 was about IS trillion rials. 

The total credits paid by BMI 
in 1374 (1995/96) was above 16 
trillion rials as compared to 12 
trillion rials in 1373. said Ami- 
raslani. adding that the ceiling es- 
tablished for the current Iranian 
year by the Majlis for the whole 
banking system was 7.500b rials 
of which 1.750b rials will be 


granted l>v BMI. 

He said of the total deposits at 
BMI. 25 percent will be loaned to 
the agricultural sector. 33.5 per- 
cent to industry and mining. 29 
percent to housing. 5 percent to 
commerce and services and 7.5 
percent to export . 

Amiraslani said in 1374 a total 
of 543b rials was paid to the agri- 
cultural sector. 3,834b rials to in- 
dust ry and mining. 2.654b rials to 
housing and construction activi- 
ties. 2.404b rials to commercial 
sector and 66b rials to export sec- 
tor. 

Turning to projects underway 
with BMI participation, Ami- 
raslani said Qazvin-Zanjan free- 
way at a total cost of about 200b rials 
has been wholly financed by BMI and 
is expected to go on stream next 


Cooperation Extended 
to Tar Exporters 


/K.4/V NEWS ECONOMIC DESK 
TEHRAN - The National Iranian 
Oil Products Distribution Com- 
pany (NIOPDC) is prepared to 
cooperare with exporters of tar, it 
was announced here yesterday. 

Those who have the qualifica- 
tions can purchase the tar and ex- 
port it by simply referring to the 
commercial department at 
NIOPDC which will help them on 
customs formalities and export. 

Tar is sold at 22,000 rials per 
ton in bulk. 10,000 tons of tar is 
produced in refineries in Iran, 
7,000 tons of which is consumed 
domestically and the remainder is 
available to exporters. 

No ceiling has been set to the 
amount of tar sold or exported. 


During the first quarter of the 
current Iranian year over 90,000 
tons was exported. 

Qazvin to 
Produce 37,000 
Tons of Poultry 

QAZVIN. TEHRAN PROVINCE 
(IRNA) - The poultry output of 
Qazvin is expected to reach 37.000 
tons by the end of the Second Five- 
Year Development Plan, Head of 
the local Construction Jihad Or- 
ganization Homayoun Darabi said 
here Monday. 

Darabi said that over 7.2 mil- 
lion heads of chicken were hatched 
here. He added that the city’s egg 
output totals 60.000 tons, which is 
over six times more than the local 
people's needs. 


Dunng the last few years a new 
town called Mohajeran has sprung 
up on the lofty mountainous 
heights of Qiraj and Khounin 
mountainous range and the skirts 
of the verdant plains of the Central 
Province with a very picturesque 
landscape. 

Mohajeran is located 28 km 
west of Arak sitting beside Arak- 
Boroujerd-MaJayer road in a 850 
hectare area which borders Arak- 
Malavcr road at north about 2 km 
from 7th Oil Refinery and Arak 
Petrochemical Complex. The 
pleasant climate and the gentle 
slope of the region from north to 
south has given an attractive pano- 
rama to residents of the town. 
Generally to speak Arak. Borou- 
jerd and Malaycr which neighbor 
the new town, fall on the main 
tracts of Zagros mountainous 
range. 

Commenting on the privileges 
of the new town. Seycd Ali Shar- 
batdar. managing director of Mo- 
hnjeran Development Co. said: 
"Executive operation for con- 
struction of the new town began in 
1 990 and by 1 995 a part of the two 
was settled in by the oil company 
personnel." 

He said from the point of view 
of speedy completion of work. 
M ohjieran might be considered a 
most successful town in die coun- 
try after victory of the Islamic 
Revolution . " 

Sharbatdar said in a 300-tiec- 
tares land assigned to Arak Petro- 
chemical Complex so far 2,500 
residential units with all facilities 
and utilities and green space were 
completed and handed over to the 
oil company and the company’s 
staff have already been settled in 
I .500 new units. Simultaneously. 
300 hectares land have been allo- 
cated 3t Arak Petrochemical Com- 
plex in which 2,500 residential 
units were built and the buildings 
will be settled in September this 
year. 

Referring to the site prepara- 
tion of about 250 hectares of new 


lands in District 7 which have 
been delivered to the housing co- 
operatives of departments and in- 
dustrial centers, Sharbatdar said 
construction of housing in [his 
area will commence this year. 

He said 10 housing coopera- 
tives are working in the area. 

The managing director of Mo- 
hajeran Development Co. then 
enumerated the substructure and 
building works carried out for the 
Mohajeran town as follows: 

* 6 deep wells have been dug 
to supply potable water to the resi- 
dents of Mohajeran and the vol- 
ume of potable water will be in- 
creased in future. 

* A 20 kV electric line is pres- 
ently being used and executive 
operations for supply of 63 KV 
power in future is in progress. 

* A 5.000 line telephone cen- 
ter is being constructed which will 
be exploited this year. 

* Necessary action has been 
taken to supply gas to Mohajeran 
new town and a contract is being 
negotiated with Arak National Gas 
Company to lay the required pipes 
this year. 

* Terming cultural services as 
an essential and prime objective of 
the Mohajeran Development Co., 
Sharbatdar said: "Besides an edu- 
cational complex including pre- 
school, primary and secondary 
schools which were commis- 
sioned last year, a large cultural 
complex is being built in an area 
of 3,000 sq. m containing 24 
classrooms and (he complex is 
scheduled to be completed by Sep- 


month. 

The Bank holds 6 1 percent of a 
capital of 516b rials for Zanjan- 
Tabriz freeway which is expected 
tx' he commissioned in the year 
2001 and 45 percent of the 75b 
rials set lor the Ardabil cement 
factor}- which will be inaugurated 
in coming September, he added. 

Mazandaran Wood and Paper 
Industries with a capital of 


i .4(K ih rials >49 percent owned by 
BMI> will go on stream this year 
and a heart and artery hospital 
with a 45b rials capital (30 percent 
owned by BNU> will be exploited 
in 1997. he said. Meanwhile 
Khorassan Cement Factory and 
Kerman Rubber Plant which was 
partially financed by BMI were 
bunched this year. Amiraslani 
concluded. 
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Tabriz nut-Sohan-e Qom (a kind of 
candy)- Yazd cotton candy-birthday 
and wedding cakes. 

Vanak St-Shirax Ave. 


which consists of a number of airline passenger and 
tourist offices with an objective to create better travel 
and pilgrimage tours for our dear Muslim passengers 
and pilgrims as well as sightseeing tours for foreign- 
ers and Iranians, is prepared to provide special tourist 
and pilgrimage services to our dear countrymen par- 
ticularly our disabled war veterans and combatants 
and the families of our martyrs. 
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foreigners 

Hashing is Iran” 
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has arranged fantastic domestic 
and overseas tours & tickets and 
visa for individuals and groups. 
Daily Tehran Sightseeing Excursion operated from ^ 

March 2 1st 

Reservation.- 

• English/French: Miss. Pooneb 

• English/German: Miss. Sabet 

• English/Italian: Miss. Farhi 

Address: No. 65, corner of Zohreh St., Modarra 
Exp’way, Tehran. 
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teraber this year. 

* Two sports complexes with 
swimming pools have been com- 
pleted and are being already ex- 
ploited. 

Sharbatdar said commercial 
centers and other city services 
such as mosques, banks, libraries 
will be built in sufficient number 
for the inhabitants oi tne town, in 
the meantime a large commercial 
complex in a 5.000 sq. m area 
containing 36 units will go on 
stream this year. Also a 200-bed 
hospital has been constructed 
which will be commissioned once 
necessary' health equipment are in- 
stalled. 

With regard to welfare and rec- 
reation facilities in the Mohajeran 
new town, Sharbatdar said a large 
recreational complex in a 6-hec- 
tare land including a park, an ar- 
tificial lake, a sport complex and 
children's recreation playground 
has been designed which will soon 
be started. Meanwhile 30 percent 
of the green space in the new 


Mohajeran town covers an area of 
1 70 hectares which, after comple- 
tion, will render a new beauty and 
charm to the town. 

Sharbatdar said several buses 
are regularly transporting the resi- 
dents from Mohajeran to Arak and 
we are presently negotiating with 
ibe officials in Arak to increase 
our transportation capabilities. 

Sharbatdar then proceeded as 
follows: "Based on the objectives 
of the Ministry' of Housing and 
Urban Development, the new Mo- 
hajeran town will expand until 
year 2001 to accommodate 75,000 
persons. However, economic 
analysis has revealed that due to 
expansion of industrial centers af- 
filiated to oil industries, 5,000 
new jobs will become available 
and application for housing in this 
town will increase. Meanwhile 
since the new town has the capac- 
ity and flexibility to expand, we 
can enlarge the town to accommo- 
date 130.000 people in future. - 

He said existence of the Te- 


hran-Khorramshahr road west of 
Mohajeran has facilitated access 
to other regions and particularly to 
the major centers of the Central 
Province. 

The town has been divided into 
9 residential districts, a service/in- 
du stria! district and a green area 
and construction work in 8 dis- 
tricts is in progress. Presently 3 
districts arc settled by the inhabi- 
tants and 4 other districts will be 
used by their owners this year, the 
managing director of Mohajeran 
Development Co. explained. 

In conclusion, Sharbatdar said 
Mohajeran Development Com- 
pany welcomes investment in dif- 
ferent sections of the new town 
and is prepared to sell lands in 
different dimensions and areas to 
interested applicants av reasonable 
rates. 

The following is some infor- 
mation about the new Mohajeran 
town: 

Climate: 

The elevation of Arak and 


Shazaml plains from sea level is 
high and these regions fall into 
mountainous range and are classi- 
fied among cold regions of the 

country - 

The water resources includes 
Shara’ River and its branches 
(Mohajeran and Kaleh rivers) are 
important waterways in Arak re- 
gion which are feeding the 
Shazand Plain. 

Occupation: 

Among many new towns which 
have been built during the recent 
years in Iran, Mohajeran is the 
only town for whose residents em- 
ployment has already been fore- 
seen. At a short distance from the 
town the two giant Arak Petro- 
chemical Complex and 7th Oil Re- 
finery have been completed and 
commissioned. A group of resi- 
dents at Mohajeran are employed 
at the Petrochemical Complex, an- 
other group are working for the oil 
refinery and a third group are 
servicing these two complexes. 

It is estimated dial the petro- 
chemical complex and oil refinery 
will produce approximately 5,000 
jobs when fully completed. 

In the meantime the industrial 
and general service sector will 
offer good job opportunities to the 
residents of Mohajeran. The in- 
dex of number of employed per 
family in the petrochemical and oil 
branches is estimated to be I and 
that in the service sector as 1.1. 
As a result, the total number of 
engaged employees in Mohajeran 
will be around 1 1,000 persons in- 
cluding 5,000 persons in the in- 
dustrial sector and 6,000 persons 
in the service sector. 
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Try & you 7 / Never forget 

Tehran Kowsar Hotel 
Golden Lion Chinese Restaurant (SSTm^ 
A selection of original Chinese 

-delicacies in a pleasant PH 

atmosphere along with nice 

traditional mjisic 

Add: No. 8 Khosrow Khavar Ave., Vali-e-Asr sq., Kowsar Hotel 

Tel: 898 121-5, 898 371-5 




For Rent 

3 h/rs. furn. 
in Argentina -Sq. 

Tel: 871 5030 


Speak Persian Natural 

Tel: 873 2047 


dvertise 

in 

IRAN 
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BRAND NEW IN ELAHIYEH 
Triplex villa, 800 sq.m, land, 800 sq.m, built-up area, 
luxury furnished, 3 American stand baths, s/q, 
wooden kitchen system, s/p, sauna, fantastic view, for 
more information please call, 

'• - _ :?• . • 


TEL 878 6477 
888 8678 
888 8148 
FAX: 878 6475 



The first producer of two- 
bladed wind turbines in 
Iran and the Middle East 
5 to 500 kW 

Ideal for: .. . .. ^ 

Airports, military bases, border police station, 
parks, villas, factories, power station and 
water supply stations 

r ^> Commercial Consultant: Baad and Bargh 
" Company (Wind & Electricity Co.) 

Fax- 251 7379 Tel: 252 5870 - 250 8983 
Technical Consultant: Jihad Noorgostar Co. 
Tel / Fax: 802 2875 
Vends sales agent in Kermanshah. 

Tel: 49295, 43728 





Made in Japan 


Economical, single phase power,' 
dust filter remote controlled, 
timer, quartz locked, thermostat, 
different capacities. With one 
year guarantee and after sales 

services Gileva Co. 

Representative and sales center 





Address: No 22 & 24 beginning 
of Mirzashirazi - St. Karim Khan 
Zand Ave; Tehran, Iran 

P.0. Box: 14155-5659 




IN THE NAME OF GOD 




International Tender No. 1375/5/14 
Iranian Civil Aviation Organization (C.A.O.) intends to pur- 
chase 3 units ILS for various airports, in accordance with 

extant technical specifications. 

Representatives of qualified companies can obtain tender 
documents against delivery of written demand from related 
company and receipt of payment for amount of RIs 30,000 to 
the account number of 108 Khazaneh-Bank Markazi from 

3/8/1996 until 28/8/1996, on official hours. 

Bid bond is $15,000 or RIs 45,000,000 Banker’s Cheque or 
creditable bank guarantee that should be issued in favor of 
Civil Aviation Organization by an Iranian bank and delivered 

with tender documents. 

■ C.A.O. can reject any or all proposals 

■ All the charges of advertisement should be borne by 
winner of the tender. 

Address: General Dept, of Supply 
Services, Building No. 8 of C.A.O., 
Mehrabad Int’l Airport, Tehran-Iran. 

General Dept, of Supply Services 
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Picasso and Portraiture 
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i 1 co rues Braque docs not np- 
•vj pear in "Picasso and Portrni- 
urc Representation and 
nmsfoniiaiion " Matisse painted 
.ndrc Derain. Ins colleague in the 
.mutilation of Fnuvisni. The 1m- 
•rcssionisls painted each other. 
;ut non licre in Picasso's vast 
.oeuvre is there n likeness of his 
ollaboralor in the invention of 
'iibtsm. 

Braque's absence is just tndi- 
aiion of Picasso 's highly individ- 
nl approach to portraiture, the 
object through September 17. of 
n exhibition at the Museum of 
lodcm Art in New York. lit trav- 
> lo Paris's Grand Palais, where 
will be on view from October to 
iimary I 997. ) Organized by Wil- 
:irn Rubin, director emeritus of 
ie Modem's department of paint- 
•i and sculpture. "Picasso and 
ortraiture" consists of almost 
5o paintings and graphics. De- 
pitc tlic regrettable absence of 
-iilptun? (except fora plaster re- 
■ef of Mnrie-Therese Walter), iliis 
. markable exhibition proves that 

• cn after nearly two decades of 
thbreaking shows and pubiica- 

oii5. Uiere is much to be disco v- 
’ .d about Picasso. 

For Rubin. Picasso trails- 
nned portraiture "from a pur- 
mcdly objective document to a 
»:ikl> subjective one." Picasso 
.ill his subjects lo his artistic 
‘■A. distorting, idealizing, or nb- 
:.icting them, sometimes ex- 
ressing them in tenns of 
•'nothing or someone else. One 
die most striking moments in 

show is a row of port nits of 

* poet Guillaume Apollinaire. 
■:h one drawn in a totally differ- 
i style: caricature (1905). proto- 
-ibism (1908). high Analytic 
ubism 1 191.1). something rcseni- 
iitig commercial illustration 
: v 14). and neoclassicism 1 19 16). 

Most often, however. Picasso 
sed his subjects as a tablet on 
-Inch lo inscribe his moment-by- 
.lomcnt reactions to diem, liis 
urrent life situation. or both. Par- 
reularlv aflcrthe mid- 1 920s. with 
he collapse of his marriage lo 
Olga Klwkhlova and die arrival of 
Maric-Thcresc Walter, these im- 
ages arc actually a species of sclf- 
portrait. They bear out Picasso's 
characterization of his work as a 
diary, an ongoing record of his 
life, fantasies and loves. 

As with any diary, however. 
'Picasso and Portraiture" chron- 
icles distinct highs and lows of ac- 
complishment. This is a function 
>f the two separate but inter- 
twined threads running through 
Picasso's work in this genre: his 
frequent need for some external 
stimulus - more often than not a 
new love - lo jolt him out of an 
•i tisiic impasse: and his lifelong 
v iilncrabilitv to the siren song of 
• entimentaJity. 

Except for (he Huai two galler- 
ies. which are given over to a sur- 


vey of Picasso's self-portraits, the i 

exhibition is arranged chronologi- £ 

rally. The first few rooms, cover— 1 
ing his youth through the Cubist c 
period, show how quickly Picasso c 
placed his stamp on portraiture. I 
He was still a teenager when he i 
laid claim, via his self-portraits, to ; 


able and their interiors unknow- 
able - liad its roots in the Rose 
Period. The averted gaze is Pi- 
casso’s first step in a process of 
distancing his subjects psycho- 
logically that transforms them 
into foils for artistic exploration, 
almost more still-life objects than 


people. It's hard to tell what con- 
stitutes the real subject of Stand- 
ing Female Sude tFemande) 
(191)6): the touchingly awkward, 
withdrawn girL her stylized fea- 
tures turning her face into a mask, 
or the optical and emotional inten- 
sity of the pink area that occupies 
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far more or the canvas than she. 
This subjugation of individuality 
to purely esthetic and pictorial 
values reaches its most extreme 
form around 1912. when identity 
is reduced to n few token signs (a 
lock of hair, say) or a written in- 
scription ("J'ami me Eva"). 

Paradoxical as it may sound. 
Picasso's neoclassical phase, 
which rescued his an from the im- 
pending nonobjeclivitv of late 
Cubism, was a dead end from the 
point of view of portraiture Pi- 
casso believed that the invention 
of photography liad liberated por- 
traiture from the need to describe 
Yel drawings such as those of 
Max Jacob (1912) or Mmc Geor- 
ges Wildcnstcin tl'MX). exquisite 
as they arc. begin and end as de- 
scription. Neoclassicism. in oilier 
words, brought him back to where 
he had been a decade earlier, 
w here despite repeated sittings, he 
was still unable to get the face of 
Gertrude Stein " right". Hence I 
see. on the one hand, the intima- 
tions of caricature in the portrait 
of Igor Stravinsky ( 1920) as well 
as in the galumphing ballerina 
troupe of Seven Dancers (1919) 
and. on the other hand, the ex- 
tremely idealized classicism of 
Woman in White (192.’) as twin 
efforts to break out of this im- 
passe. Just ns Picasso ultimately 
resolved the Gertrude Stein di- 
lemma by borrowing the forms of 
Iberian sculpture, in these works 
he lias soiighi (lie proper idiom 
through which to transcend de- 
scription and revive his art. 

For obvious reasons, he aban- 
doned the qunsi-cnricaturnl style. 


tlic canonical pose of sitter staring 
out at the viewer. Nearly everyone 
else is painted looking away from 
us. In his biography' of die artist. 
John Richardson explains Picasso 
in terms of the Andalusian notion 
of «1 liracln fueric. or "strong gaz- 
ing". in which looking is consid- 
ered an instrument of domination 

- psychological, sexual, arlisitc. 
Given Picasso's need for control 
in any relationship, it is no won- 
der that he reserved the eyes-from 
pose almost exclusively for his 
self-portrait. Why surrender that 
ocular power to anyone else? 

These early rooms also estab- 
lish that the Cubist "anti-portrait" 

- in which Picasso's extreme frag- 
mentation of form in the paintings 
of Ambroise Vollard. Daniel- 
Hcnry Kahnweiier. and others 
rendered their exteriors unread- 




Teri Hatcher Visualizes Success in Every 


NEW YORK (AP) - If Teri 
Harcher has any faults, it's a ten- 
dency ro be "over-analytical." 

By that she means she "errs on 
the side of feeling attacked rather 
than feeling helped." 

Bui ihe 31 -year-old actress 
says maturity is helping her to 
overcome ihai habii. and as an 
example she cites the now-infa- 
mous "Tom Arnold incident" at 
ihe Golden Globe awards earlier 
this year. 

Haichcr was a co-presemer 
with the comedian, standing idly 
by as he began a series of anli- 
roseanne jokes that weren't well 
received. He then became flus- 
tered and stumbled over every 
word on the teleprompter. 

Hatcher recalls. **I just leaned 
in and very nicely went. ‘Maybe I 
should speak.' The whole audi- 
ence just roared. So he says back, 
•It’s probably not what you do 
best.’ " 


The star-studded audience 
gasped. Hatcher ignored the re- 
mark and proceeded to smoothly 
read everything from the tele- 
prompter. 

"A lot of people gave me a lot 
of credit for handling myself 
well," she says. Warren Beatty 
and Annette Bening stopped 
Hatcher during the commercial 
break to congratulate her on her 
aplomb. Arnold sent flowers and 
apologized, but Hatcher insists 
she was never angry. 

"I looked at it in terms of. he’s 
a comedian trying to have the tim- 
ing of a comedian. I said some- 
thing that got a big laugh. And he 
jumped in wirh that comic timing 
to try to get something back. And 
he picked the wrong words. Thai 
was unfortunate." 

Her distinctly sunny view 
seems to have helped her career as 
well. 

Hatcher says she viewed her- 


self as a success. lone before she 
began spending much of her wak- 
ing hours as Superman's main 
squeeze. 

The star of ABC's "Lois and 
Clark: the New Adventures of Su- 
perman." is talking in much more 
general terms than that of televi- 
sion stardom or fat paychecks. 

Even if she were not an actress. 
Hatcher says without any hint of 
boastfulness that she would be a 
success. At something. 

"And that doesn’t mean money 
to me." Hatcher explains, looking 
every bit the relaxed, moneyed 
somebody. Dressed in black 
slacks and matching vest over a 
white, short-sleeved sweater, 
Hatcher is sitting in one of the 
city’s toniest hotels to promote her 
upcoming film, "Heaven’s Pris- 
oners.” which stars Alec Baldwin 
as an ex-cop whose life is shat- 
tered by a crime lord. 

A makeup artist touches up her 


impeccable skin. A publicist 
fetches a cup of coffee. 

Hatcher continues, “I'm defi- 
nitely the kind of person who 
works really hard at whatever. I 
always picture myself successful. 
Skilled. And committed to what- 
ever it is I’m doing.” 

In terms of her latest role, 
Hatcher spent hours listening to 
tapes a voice coach made of Cajun 
women talking. Her character, 
Claudette Rocque, is the wife of a 
New Orleans drug boss played by 
Eric Roberts. In the film, she ef- 
fects a sultry, slightly sinister 
drawl. In person, however, she 
has a broad, nonregional accent 
that probably comes from grow- 
ing up in San Francisco, a city 
without discernible speech pat- 
terns. The daughter of a physi- 
cist and a computer programmer, 
Hatcher says her parents initially 
thought of her acting pursuits as 
"a fantasy play land thing that I 


As for Hainan in If ft tie. it hardly 
manors whether, as Rubtn argues, 
ii is portrait of Sara Murphy. w 
of ihe painter Gerald Murphy. It 
represents a dead end of another 
kind, an utter!} anodvnc image. 
Here and in other works of the 
enrh 1 920s. such as the lurlcquin 
portraits and the images of his 
children. Picasso is wallowing in 

sentimentality 

Rescue comes in an unlikeh 
form domestic upheaval It opens 
a new chapter which begins in the 
mid- to late- 1 921 ts. that is a wsiter- 
slied in belli Picasso * art and tire 
exhibition The emotional turmoil 
of his Inn ing relations with his 
wife, his lo\c affair with Ok' 
voting Manc-Thercse. and. cni- 
cmllv. his association with the 
Surrealists completely redirected 
Picasso’s art Almost overnight 
naturalistic description gives way 
to a private artistic language, and 
idealized classicism and tninquil- 
lilv m the depiction of women is 
replaced bv ghastly image of liar- 
row mg hamdaits and voluptuous, 
pliant vessels of procreation, re- 
spectively Olga and Marie-Thcr- 
cse 

Tlic installation makes tliis 
point with exceptional clarity and 
force Homan tn Whitt' and 
Seated fiather ( 1 930) - the famous 
"bone" portrait of Olga - flank the 
entrance to tire gallery containing 
some of the most famous paint- 
ings of Mane-Tlicrcse: /n fore a 
Mirror. The Dream, and ISather 
with Heath Hall tali H02) Pass- 
ing into this room wc. literally 
and figuratively . cross tlic thresh- 
old into a different world. This is 
Picasso's own version of tlic joie 
tie yivre theme Unlike Matisse, 
who in his 1905-6 painting of the 
same title, cist it as an arcadian 
idyll. Picasso locates his in the 
hcrc-nnd-now. in terms of the sun. 
the beach, and the pleasures of 
young female flesh 

Most important, this is the 
point at which in changing his art. 
Picasso changed portraiture In his 
bands, it ceased to be a {unction of 
artistic exploration, becoming in- 
stead a vehicle of personal expres- 
sion. Where previously he had 
looked to other artists and styles 
for inspiration, henceforth he 
would draw on the resources of 
his psyche. Picasso was not a Sur- 
realist per se. But few artists have ^ 
had more unimpeded access to 
their unconscious minds than he. 

( c 'nurtesy ARTnei vs) 
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was doing. They though! I was 
going to grow out of (hat stage and 
go back and have some son of real 
life." 

Namely, in a career that would 
have utilized her mathematics ma- 
jor in junior college. 

Instead, Hatcher dropped out , 
of school at age 20 to pursue act- 
ing. It’s a decision she credits to 
the way her parents reared her - 
she always felt safe and protected 
throughout her childhood. 

“I think when you feel that way 
it allows you to go. ‘Hey, I can do 
anything. I can try anything.' Be- 
cause . you have a great confidence 
and security.” 

However, growing up a shel- 
tered, only child had a downside. 
(“I begged for siblings.” Hatcher 
says emphatically.) 

She says she is seriously con- 
sidering having at least two chil- 
dren, but that she and her husband 
See Page 1 3 
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Interview with Mohammad Reza Alavi, President of the Board of Directors 

of the Agriculture Cooperatives of Saffron Cultivators of Khorasan 


T be Union ofAgriculture Cooperatives of Saffron Cul- 
tivators of Khorasan is in charge of producing and 
exporting a major pan of Iran’s saffron. The cultivation, 
yield, and packing of this strategic product is centered in 
Khorasan Province. 

This union was established in J373 with the membership of 
5 agriculture cooperatives. Right now, it has more than 10 
agriculture cooperatives as members. Thus 30,000 people are 
under the umbrella of ibis union. 

Also 98 percent of Iran's saffron is produced in south 
Khorasan where 20,000 hectares of land are allocated to its 
cultivation. 80.000 fanners are engaged in saffron production. 
Add to this figure, die number of their family members and you 
will get 400.000 people making a living from saffron 
production. 

Production and export of saffron faces some problems in 
Iran. If these problems are not eliminated, they will deal blows 
to the country’s economy. If plans are made to resolve these 
problems, the ground will be paved for greater cultivation and 
yield of this important and foreign currency earning product. 

What follows is an interview with tbe president of the board 
of directors of the Union of (be Agriculture Cooperatives of the 
Saffron Cultivators of Khorasan Province Mohammad Reza 
Alavi. Reference is made to die overall conditions of saffron 
cultivation, as well as problems along the way. 

**«**•********«***• 

Major problems besetting saffron production can be cited as 
below: 

1. absence of a uniform and coordinated system of 
cultivation and yield 

2. negligence of academic principles to enhance the quality 
of saffron 

3. un familiarity with methods that can increase the saffron 
yield 

4. reliance on traditional approaches and absence of a 
mechanized and academic system for saffron production 

5. absence of timely services by relevant organizations to 
saffron cultivators 

6 .-lack of guaranteed purchases and insurance of the products 

7. increased saffron cultivation in areas that would reduce 
the product's quality 

8. liquidity problems of the formers engaged in saffron 
production 

9. lack of an appropriate system for saffron yield, drying, 
sorting, and packing 

ID. high production costs 

President of the Board of Directors of the Union of 
Agriculture Cooperatives of Saffron Cultivators in Khorasan 
Province Mohammad Reza Alavi, while noting the above 
referred to .solutions to production problems. 

He noted that the Union of Saffron Cooperatives was set up 
in 1373 with 5 affiliated cooperatives (of Btijand, Gonabad. 
Qayen. Torhat Heidarieh, and Ferdows). 

The Union intends to set up the Taybad, Kashmar. Tabas, 
Nahbandan, Sarayan Cooperatives by the end of 137S to cover 
all saffron -rich areas, he added. 

40,000 people are engaged in saffron production and yield, 
of whom 25,000 are affiliated to die Union. Alavi said adding 
once cooperatives are established in other saffron - rich areas, 
all 40,000 people will be under the umbrella of the Union. 

In order to provide production supervision and protection, 
the Union is currently enforcing a plan for production 
identification in saffron - rich areas. Alavi remarked noting that 
this plan is significant for provision of precise and 
comprehensive information about saffron production. 

He said that in older to increase me yield and promote the 
quality of saffron, more than 25 research projects have been 
launched by focusing on the following: 

1 . density of cultivation 

2. depth of cultivation 

3. cultivation in rows, non - rows, distance between the 
bushes and the rows 

4. effect of the size of the bulb on yield 

5. effect of the number of bulb on yield 

6. effect of chemical and animal fertilizers with a view to 
the time, amount, type, and mode of administration of the 
fertilizers 

7 . impact of time, amount, and number of irrigation on yield 

8. type ol soil and its analysis 

9. recognizing the weeds 

10. recognizing the pests of saffron, especially damages 
caused by mice and fungal diseases 

11. mode of cultivation 

12. method of saffron yield improvement 
To reap benefit of the experiences of farmers in Iran and 
Spain and to apply these, the Union intends to establish mode l 
! saffron forms with an area of 50 to 200 hectares in the saffron 
- rich areas. So far, preliminary steps have been taken to this 
end in Birjand, Qaven, and Torbat Heidariyeh. Alavi explained. 

He said that the Union is formulating a directive which 
considers all hems of part 4 in view of academic and empirical 
principles and research carried out- In case this is precisely 
carried out by the saffron cultivators, the saffron quality and 
yield will increase. 

The Union is also engaged in coordination with all 
■ or gan izations and bodies that are somehow assisting it in 
training and sound production, he remarked. 

In a drive to set models for correct production and encourage 
the highly competent saffron cultivators, from this year a plan 
will be implemented to choose the top saffron cultivators in the 
salfron - rich areas of the country. Alavi pointed out. 

On mechanization of saffron production, he said there are 
three views: . . , 

1. To enhance the quality, increase tbe yield, and reduce 
losses and pollution, we should try to fully mechanize U\e 
saffron farms . 

2. Given the absence of technology for production and toe 
high work force in the saffron - rich areas, the P laXi J° T 
mechanization will not be to the benefit of the saffron 
cultivators 

3. Under tbe present circumstances, neither mechanization 
nor manual forming is beneficial. In the areas that would nng 
about higher qualirv and production, the necessary techno gy 
should be used, if the required technology does not exist, 
recourse should be made to applied research to arrive at such 

“^’"uniuD, by recount measure ami ty 

determination of sires (for yield, maintenance, transpo 



sorting, drying, and packing), has conducted extensive research 
in collaboration with the research complexes. To bring these 
efforts to fruition, the Union is in need of serious government 
support and budget, be maintained. 

Alavi enumerated the major services required by the saffron 
cultivators as follows: 1. chemical fertilizer, 2. animal 
fertilizer, 3. bulb. 4. garden tractor. 5. weed eradicators, 6. 
irrigation under special conditions. In view of the number of 
saffron cultivators and area under cultivation, the Union should 
provide a fit budget through Paragraph B of Note 4. 

A plan has been forwarded to the honorable Council of 
Ministers and the Fund for Insurance and Guarantee of 
Agricultural products, he said. 

When this is approved by the Council of Ministers, a giant 
stride will be taken to protect the production and export of 
saffron. 

In addition, the Union has had a great deal of correspondence 
with the Ministry of Agriculture to prevent the inordinate 




6. The set up of an appropriate cold storage for saffron 
flower will surely reduce die expenses and problems. 

7. Neglect for precise hygienic principles in harvesting 
saffron is problematic. 

Saffron can be harvested more inexpensively and 
bygienicaily if the saffron flower is kept in cold storage, if the 

saffron is harvested before sunrise, if cultivation is done in 
rows with lirtle distance, and if special tool s and clothes and 
hygienic methods are used in harvesting, he added. 

Alavi referred to the following methods that have been used 
for drying the saffron: 

1 drying the saffroA in shade 

2. drying the saffron in sunlight 

3. drying the saffron using fire 

4. drying the saffron using solar energy 

5. drying the saffron using drying runnels 

He cited the important considerations of drying as below: 

1 . adherence to hygienic Drincioles 



saffron cultivation, he remarked adding that the Ministry has 
considered saffron a strategic product of the southern parts of 
Khorasan and has thus rendered support to it. 

He said the jiigh production cost is due to the organs, the 
work force, the academic principles of production, and low 
yield per area. . . 

Alavi added that through application of academic principles 
in cultivation and yield, as well as timely and less expensive 
services, surely the yield per area will be increased and 
production costs will be lowered. 

In a drive to meet the credits needed by the saffron 
cultivators, the Union is constantly trying to gain credits 

through paragraphs A and B of Notes 4, 3. and 5 and resources 
of the banks. Alavi pointed out. 

He added ihat in 137S, 600 million rials were allotted as 
loans to the cooperatives lo purchase saffron seeds and to 
resolve the problem of liquidity faced by tbe fanners. 

In addition, the set * up of funds for interest - free loans, 
credit cooperatives, and investment companies in the saffron * 
rich areas would be highly conducive to resolving the problem 
of liquidity faced by the saffron cultivators, he stressed. 

Aiavj pointed che considerations pertinent to saffron yield. 
drying, sorting, and packing as below: 

1 . Saffron cultivation is not mechanized. 

2. The saffron yield is collected manually. 

3. In some areas, the saffron Mower is one by one collected 
by hand while in other areas it is harvested. 

4. The greatest problem in harvesting saffron is the need for 
u massive work force. 

5 The harvesting lime - whether ir is before or after sunrise 
- is highly important in the quality of the saffron. 


2. reliance on high color yield 

3. reliance on greater perfume 

4. reliance on better taste 

5. reduced waste 

6. less pollution 

The Union is right now conducting research and studies on 
toe afore - mentioned fivefold methods and sixfold conditions 
and toe results will soon be issued. 

Alavi went on to add that sorting is done manually in Iran 
and Spain “but recently an equipment has been manufactured 
in Iran which can sort toe saffron due to its sensitivity toward 
the colors. Of course, this equipment is still being subject to 
initial tests." 

The Union has zoomed in on the sixfold conditions of sorting 
with a view to toe experiences gained in Spain. Malaysia. India, 
and Iran. 

On packing, he noted, "Studies conducted by the Union on 
packing reflect four major problems: 1. waste, 2. non - 
adherence to hygienic principles. 3. pollution, 4. light which 
adversely affect the fragrance, color, and humidity of the 
saffron." 

He noted that given these 4 problems in packing, the Union has 
recommended toe following considerations for better packing: 

2 . collecting all types of packing available in Iran 

2. collecting all types of packing available across the world 

3. determining toe major problems of toe existing packing 

4. designing a favorable and better packing 

5. In view of toe faci that the Union is making the two saffron 
packing and sorting plants of Birjand and Mashhad operational, 
practical use uf toe afore - mentioned considerations will be 
itrrv fruitful for the global saffron market. 


Alavi then referred to the major set backs along the way o; 
exports of saffron and enumerated the following problems: 

1 inordinate smuggling of saffron 

2- deception in regard to the quality of some exportable 
Iranian saffron 

3. absence of a luxurious packing fit for exports 

4. lack of active and powerful marketing across the world 

5. unfamiliarity of most people across the world with th 
saffron properties and products 

6. absence of extensive, attractive, diverse and frvirfi 
advertisement 

7. excessive control of Spanish cartels over global markets, 
as Spain is a member of the Common Marker, as well a.- 
negative publicity against Iranian saffron 

8. lack of an active guiding, protecting, and monitoring 
system for toe uniform exports of saffron 

9. absence of a protection and guarantee system tor exports 
of saffron 

10. high expenses of transportation and taxes on saffron 
exports 

1 1 . embargo or high raxes slapped by some American and 
European countries for imports of Iran’s agricultural goods 

12. liquidity problems for purchase and exports of saffron 

13. the pledge to return toe foreign currency, high exports 
rates, impossibility of transferring this pledge to others and 
problems created by the bank along its way. 

In view of the stress laid by the officials of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran to increase non - oil exports, it is imperative 
to eliminate these set backs, he emphasized. 

To resolve problems in the way of saffron exports, toe Union 
offers a plan with the following specifications: 

1. In order to prevent instability of exports, preclude the 
brokers’ involvement in the scene, support tbe producers, and 
enable Iran’s saffron to gam its true standing worldwide, the 
Union should be fully supported as the main source for saffron 
exports. 

2. If we lake the price of one kilogram of dried saffron that 
is not sorted to be one million rials and if we take annual saffron 
production at 100 tons, we would get a value of 100 billion rials 
for toe annual saffron that is produced. To purchase and 
constantly export saffron in order to affect toe prices and gain 
global revenues, the Union would need a 50 billion rial budget. 

3. As Iran provides more than 60 percent of the world’s 
saffron, the Union should adopt special exports policies to keep ’ 
many global competitors away and to enable Iran's saffron to 
compere in global markets. 

4. In view of the numerous uses of saffron ( in 
pharmaceuticals, foodstuff, dye. chemical decorations), the 
Union should inform all consumers worldwide of its . 
application The Union is currently engaged in dialogs and . 
correspondence with consumers around tbe world. 

5. In a drive to penetrate the global markets, the Union is in 
need of massive publicity which is feasible with a budget of at • 
least 100 million tomans. The Union's main advertisement plan 
has been devised to find toe fit standing of salfron worldwide. - 

6. The Union has to open at least three offices in Dubai. 5 

Spain, and Germany to be constantly involved in the gfobai ; 
markets. £ 

7. In order to supervise toe saffron quality and prevent 

deception in saffron exports, toe Union is attempting to p 
inaugurate an accredited saffron laboratory with toe assistance , - 
of toe Head Office of Standard. Also, in order to qualitatively [ 
compete at the international markets, the Union is trying, to | 
obtain the ISO 9002 certificate. £ 

8. The Union is conducting extensive research to obtain S 

various saffron products, including saffron pills, saffron □ 
capsules, saffron effervescents. saffron sauces, saffron {j 
mustard, saffron tea. saffron coffee, saffron drink, saffron a 
nectar, saffron concentrated, saffron jelly, saffron spice, ^ 
saffron flour, saffron artificial color, saffron medicine. litmus “ 
from saffron leaves, amen sianin, etc. *r 

The results of this research will soon be released . a 

9. On guarantees for exports of saffron, the Union is engaged 3 
in coordination with toe Fund for Guarantee of Iranian Exports, n 
affiliated to (he Ministry of Commerce, the Export £ 
Development Bank, and toe Agriculture Bank. These are to 
extend greater support to guarantee the exports of saffron. 3 

10. The Union intends to set up a fond to support exports of g 

affiliated cooperatives. This will go into effect once the g 
preliminary phases are carried out. g 

1 1. In order to offer a more luxurious and pleasant packing | 
that appeals to people worldwide, toe Union is launching toe S 
plan to choose the best type of packing. Soon toe best type of 
packing will be experimentally offered to toe domestic and 
foreign markets. 

1 2. Reduced saffron expons in 1374 registering a drop from 
70 tons to 40 tons indicate the government’s weak exports 
policies. Tbe major factors that have contributed to this decline 
include toe increased exports rale of saffron from $300 to $420. 
the pledge to return the foreign currency earnings for exports, 
numerous barriers in die way of transferring toe exports pledge 
to others, impossibility of transferring the pledge to others, and 
saffron smuggling. 

He added that exports of salfron will be boosted through 
protectionist policies for saffron exports and prevention of 
saffron exports by passengers, brokers, border dwellers, as well 
as the government’s revision in toe four factors related to toe 
foreign currency policy. 

13. As more than 70 percent of Iran’s saffron is exported 
from Mashhad's Customs Office, the allocation of a main 

terminal for saffron exports in Mashhad will be highly 
conducive to more precise and specialized supervision over this 
affair. 

14. Inordinate saffron exports from different pans of toe 
country ro Dubai and Spain have made toe two countries a 
market for saffron in the region. Restrictive policies should thus 
he adopted and meantime exports to these two regions should 
he banned to stabilize toe saffron market. 

15. The purchasers should open letters of credit and prevent 
saffron exports without letters of credit. This will in toe short 
term reduce exports. But in toe midterm it will increase and 
stabilize exports and increase toe prices of Iranian saffron. 

1 6. Saffron exports can be boosted through including saffron 
as an Iranian exportable good in economic protocols with other 
countries. In addition Iran's economic attaches in otber 
countries should assist in marketing and introducing Iranian 
saffron. 

See Page 13 
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Road Transport Strike 
Paralyzes Life in Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD I AFP) - Public 
transport operators nationwide 
went on strike in Pakistan Tues- 
day. paralyzing transportation and 
stranding commuters throughout 
the country. 

The operators were demanding 
withdrawal of new transport-re- 
lated taxes included in the na- 
tional budget announced by Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto's gov- 
! eminent in June. 

\ Residents reported chaos as 
people thronged idle bus stands 
and transport terminals in cities 
and towns across the country. 

Attendance in government of- 
fices and private establishments 
was thin as private cars and a 
fewer number of taxis, which 
were said to be overcharging pas- 
sengers. providing the only trans- 
portation. 


"Tlterc is ;r total shutdown of 
public transport in protest againsl 
the unjust taxes. n said a transport 
operators' spokesman in Lahore, 
capital of cciural Punjab Province. 

Reports of strikes were also re- 
ceived from southern Sitidli re- 
gion. southwestern Baluchistan 
and the north west frontier prov- 
ince bordering Afghanistan. 

"Only senior staff lave arrived 
for work in their own cars." said 
an office manager in Karachi. 
Pakistan's commercial and indus- 
trial center in the south. 

Transport owners warned that 
they would continue the "wliccl- 
jam" strike until the gov eminent 
scrapped the newly -imposed 
taxes. 

ft was die second strike by 
Pakistani transporters in Id days 
to press tlieir demands. 


Tokyo Fails to Agree on 
New Foreign Aid Budget 


TOKYO (AFP) - Japan's finance 
minister Wataru Kubo failed to 
agree on a new ceiling for next 
year's foreign aid budget during a 
meeting Monday with foreign 
minister Yukihiko Ikeda. news re- 
ports said. 

Japan Broadcasting Coip. 
(NHK) and other reports said 
Kubo wanted to limit the increase 
in Official Development Assis- 
tance (ODA) to 1 .4 percent in the 
fiscal year starting next April 
while Ikeda was pushing for 5.6 
percenL 

During the meeting. Kobo said 
Japan had to review its ODA pro- 
gram in line with its strained na- 
tional finances, noting that the 
country was the world’s biggest 
aid donor for the sixth year in a 
row tins year. Kyodo news re- 
ported. 

But Ikeda reportedly countered 


that the ODA program was play- 
ing an important role in Japanese 
foreign policy and had in any case 
already been eroded by the yen's 
decline against the dollar over the 
past year. 

Kubo last week called for ac- 
celerated cuts in operating ex- 
penses incurred by government 
ministries in a bid to ease the 
growing pressure on national fi- 
nances and as a precondition for 
reforming Japan's economic 
structure. 

The cabinet was expected to 
adopt the basic draft of the budget 
ceiling for the new fiscal year on 
Tuesday. The government and 
ruling parties reportedly plan to 
cut operating costs at ministries 
and agencies by 12.5 percent, re- 
ducing real growth in general ex- 
penditures from 4.2 percent to 
three percenL 


Unpiah Recovers in Singapore Trading 


SINGAPORE (AFP) - The Indo- 
nesian rupiah rebounded in Singa- 
pore Trading Tuesday as political 
tensions eased in Jakarta, dealers 
said. 

The Rupiah was trading at 
2,347 to the U.S. dollar at noon 
after falling to as low as 2,361 in 
late trading' here Monday follow- 
ing weekend riots triggered by a 
government crackdown on the op- 
position Indonesian Democratic 
Party (PD1). 

The rupiah opened strongly 
Tuesday, hitting 2,346 in early 
trading after the market perceived 
that President Suharto's govern- 
ment was firmly in control after 
the worst political violence in the 
country in more than 20 years. 


said "the riots seem to be under 
control* so some people had 
started to sell the dollar for rupiah. 

"Usually after one round of 
hectic activity, the market would 
start to revert to its original posi- 
tion," he added. 

However, the Rupiah could re- 
sume its downtrend on the first 
sign of unrest in Jakarta, dealers 
said. 

"Of course, the rupiah could 
come off again ... but at this time, 
there is no necessity to sell down 
the rupiah further." the Swiss 
bank dealer said. 

He said lire dollar would see 
support at 2.345.00 rupiah and 
should be capped at 2.360.00 in 
the short term. 


A dealer with a Swiss bank 

ffiC Ctavged with Dumping Sapercompulers in U.S 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - U.S. su- 
percomputer maker Cray Re- 
search said Monday it has filed an 
antidumping petition charging Ja- 
pan’s NEC with violating U.S. 
trade laws by dumping supercom- 
puters to try to gain market share. 

In a filing with the commerce 
department and the international 
trade commission, Cray said NEC 
was taking an estimated $65 mil- 
lion loss to supply supercomput- 
ers to the National Center for 
Atmospheric Research (NCAR) at 
a below production cosL 

Cray also said the proposed 
price is significantly less thai 
what NEC charges in Japan. 

In May the center tentatively 
agreed to buy four NfeC super- 
computer systems as part of a 


five-year $35.25 million contract. 

The National Science Founda- 
tion, the primary funding agency 
for the NCAR. has said the acqui- 
sition of the NEC computers is 
contingent on NCAR demonstrat- 
ing that they were not dumped. 

"Cray Research favors open 
competition based on perform- 
ance and fair pricing." Cray presi- 
dent and chicr operating officer 
Robert Ewald said in a statement 

"NEC’s behavior undermines 
open competition and could per- 
manently distort pricing in the su- 
percomputer market." 

"Behavior like this, if not 
checked, can lead to less competi- 
tion and higher prices in the long 
term." 


Apparent Setback Snags U.S., Japan Semiconductor Talks 


M 


VANCOUVER (AFP) - After 
early signs of progress, talks be- 
tween Japan and die United Stales 
over a new access agreement 'to 
tire lucrative Japanese semicon- 
ductor market apparently stalled 
Monday. 

U.S. chief negotiator Ira 
Shapiro and Japan's vice minister 
for trade and industry. Yoshihiro 
Sakamoto, spent about two hours 
together Monday afternoon, in a 
downtown hotel and both re- 
ported no progress. 

Significantly, unlike Sunday 
evening when the two men met 
reporters together lo report they 
thought they were making pro- 
gress. Sakamoto and Shapiro left 
tlieir meeting room at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel separately after 
Monday's scssioa 

With U.S. Acting Trade Repre- 
sentative Charlene Barshefksy 
and Japanese Trade and Industry 
Minister Shunpei Tsukahara en 
route for Vancouver for ministe- 
rial level discussions. Shapiro 
said: "We have quite a lot to re- 
port (to the ministers), although 
much of it is clarify ing and defin- 
ing differences which remain sub- 
stantial.' 1 

Asked what the next step 
would be. Shapiro replied: "We 
are expecting new ideas from Ja- 
pan." 

U.IM. Sanctions 
Committee 
Puts Off 
Oil-for-Food Deal 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - The 
U.N. sanctions committee has 
again postponed the adoption of 
guidelines necessary to complete 
the oil-for-food deal that would 
enable Iraq to resume oil exports, 
a U.N. spokesman stud Monday’. 

An official sanctions commit- 
tee meeting - slated to occur Mon- 
day in New York - has been 
postponed until Wednesday due 
to a scheduling conflict with a 
U.N. Security Council meeting, a 
German diplomat said. 

Asked if the United States had 
- prior to the postponement - in- 
dicated that it would lend its sup- 
port to the guidelines, the 
diplomat answered "no." 

The United Slates is the only 
member of the committee to with- 
hold approval for the May 20 
agreement which provides for 
sanctions -hil Baghdad lo resume 
limited oil expons in return for 
humanitarian supplies 


Sakamoto told reporters: "l am 
not in a position to make a com- 
ment on the progress apart from 
saying that wc have much work to 
be done on both sides." 

Ironically, (here seemed to be 
sonic hope of a new push for.an 
agreement on access lo the insur- 
ance industry, the subject of talks 
which ended without agreement 
on Saturday. 

Shapiro said that one of the 
first things Barshefsky would do 


:on arriving ra Vancouver would 
be to have, a telephone conversa- 
tion with Japanese Finance Minis- 
ter Wataru Kubo on the insurance 
issue. 

There have been unconfirmed 
reports that Kubo planned to fly to 
Vancouver to meet with Bar- 
shefsky on Thursday. 

Meanwhile there was mystery 
surrounding a delegation from the 
15-nation European Union. 

Hie delegation met with IIS. ' 


officials Monday hut refused to' - -, 
meet, reporters and declined to say ' 
where they could be contacted. 

Officials in the European Un- 
ion’s executive cqmmissioit of- 
fices in Ottawa and Washington 
claimed not to -know where the 
delegation, 6r -its leader Peter 
Cad, was staying. 

But the European Union could 
be key to breaking the semicon- 
ductor stalemate between Tokyo 
arid Washington! 


Singapore Retail Industry Faces 
More Tough Times 



"For roost tourists to Singa- 
poire, shopping still constitutes an-, 
integral part of their overall This ^ t 
: is despile, the common perception >. . 
that we are today less of a shop- . 


SINGAJPORE (AFP) • - Singa- 
pore's troubled retail industry 
faces continued pressure from ri- 
val shopping capitals, a glut in re- 
tail space and electronic shopping, 
trade and industry minister. Yea 
Cheow Tong, said Tuesday. 

"The outlook for our retailers 
in the near term remains less than 
rosy." Yco told an industry con- 
ference following the conclusion 
of the great Singapore sale, a 
month-long annual shopping pro- 
motion in the city-state. 

"Tl»c retail pic is growing, but 
slowly, and it is shared among an 
increasing number of players," be 


said. "This means a smaller piece 
of the ' retail pie for individual 
players." •• • 

Teo said the government 
would continue moderating the 
release of land for shopping cen- 
ters but said real estate released 
for the purpose (hiring past boom 
times will soon be coming into a . 
market already hit by a retail 
space glut 

He said tourists spent more 
than 2 billion U.S. dollars shop- 
ping in Singapore last year, a . 
nearly 12 percent annual increase, 
and that 85 percent of the 7.14 
million visitors shopped during 
their stay. ' 


.eighties," Yeosaid. ;• . '■> 

• But Yeo, who in a tourian fiK ^ 

- rum last 'week noted that visions 
are now spending less money per- _ 
Capita, em pha-ebtyt that locals 3C- . 
count for 75 percent of. the total; 
revenues of the Singapore retail 
.industry .' ' : . , 

"The . problems lour retail in- • . 
dustry is fating : are essentially - 
structural ones," he sad, -tiling.- - 
competition from nearby cities 
saAasKnalaLurnpurandJakarta. 
which give Malaysians and Indo- '• 
nesians less reason fashtijp^m Sin- 
. .gapore. : ' 

In the process, these countries ;. . 
are attracting foreign tourists and 
Singaporeans, said Yeo. . . . 

Singaporeans’ homes me al- : . 

ready fufty stocked with appfi-y 
ances, and ranch iof - their> 
disposable indame is todpaf op m.[ 
big-ticket items such asrealestate. 
and cars, Yeo also noted 

The minister said another key " 
challenge was - 

ing to : catalogue ^ 
marketing and shopping via the ; ' 
-Internet computer network, now ^ . 
bemg^fioe-timed by hardware and 
software, experts.. 

'Electronic, even onlios, imp- 
ing will be the next breakthrough. 
When it ariives, ft will transform 
the way people shop, - he said, 
warning that “this may happen • 
sooner rather than biter * 

• Yeo called for innovation and 
niche marketing by Singapore re- 
tailers as weU as greater emphasis . - 
on quality service to help main- - 
tain the island’s competitiveness a i 
as a shopping center. 


-a* 




Welcomes Budget Opening 
Foreign Investors 



DHAKA (AFP) - Business lead- 
ers welcomed a budget by the 
government opening Bangladesh 
wider to foreign investment and 
reducing a deficit but the opposi- 
tion was critical on Monday. 

"It is a good budget which 
giv es a strong signal lo the nour- 
ishment of the private sector." 
said Salman Rahman, president of 
the Federation of Bangladesh 
Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry. 

On Sunday Bangladesh Fi- 
nance Minister Shah Kibria out- 
lined a budget amounting to 
246.03 billion taka ($5.86 billion) 
afid cutting a deficit to 74.83 bil- 
lion taka from ‘>2.57 billion laka 
last year. 

The budget for the period to 
June 30. 1997, included measures 
lo free titc private sector. 

It allowed foreigners to make 
direct investments in all sectors 


apart from arms manufacturing 
without being part of a joint ven- 
ture. U also removed a restriction 
which lind prevented overseas in- 
vestors from selling shares for one 
year after purchase. , 

The government said it would 
expedite bureaucratic measures 
which often delay investments 
and reduce corporate tax for 
banks, insurance companies and 
other financial institutions. 

Subid All. president of die 
Bangladesh Chamber of Indus- 
tries, described some of the fiscal 
steps as "unique." 

He was referring to a large al- 
location for education and a pro- 
posed one-billion taka "special 
allocation" to subsidize (he agri- 
culture sector, which contributes 
32 percent of Bangladesh's econ- 
omy. 

Tlte budget also cut funding 
for-family planning to 3.9 r billion 


taka from 4.75 billion taka in the 
current year, but the overall health 
sector allocation increased to 6. 12 
billion taka from 4.17 billion taka. 

Both business leaders, how- 
ever. were critical of a decision 
gradually to expand the imposi- 
tion of value added tax from im- 
port and production stages, to 
wholesale and retail levels. ... 

Saifhr Rahman, the previous 
finance minister and member of 
Khaleda 23a*s opposition Bangla- 
desh Nationalist Party, said the 
budges had "failed to give the na- 


tion a new direction." 

There was no clear-cut direc- 
tion in it for the nation to' march 
forward as the budget had an ata- 
vistic bent," he said. 

. .. But Rahman comptinrenled the 
government tor Its "good wisdom 
of accepting the policies 'we had 
undertaken" of opening the conn:. 
- riy’seconanyupto market forces 
and foreign, investment. 

Delwar Hossain. Sayeedi, 
member of toe opposition Jamaat- 
■ e-Islami Party reportedly said the 
budget was "more or less bal- 
anced." ... 
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